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Introduction 


No  one  of  the  few  who  may  read  this  little  book 
can  be  so  v/ell  aware  of  its  inany  imperfections  as 
is  the  author.  Some  of  these  imperfections  have 
been  mentioned  as  the  v>-ork  has  progi'esscd,  to 
others  no  reference  has  been  made.  It  might  be 
said  in  extenuation  of  some  at  least  of  the  de- 
fects of  the  work,  that  when  it  was  projected  the 
author  had  no  knowledge  nor  means  of  knowing 
even  the  name  of  the  father  or  of  any  other  of  the 
ancestors  of  ilajor  Peirco,  and  that  it  was  only 
after  much  labor  and  investigation,  extending 
over  a  period  of  many  years,  that  a  clue  was  found 
by  which  th.e  mystery  of  the  ancestry  of  Samuel 
Peirce  could  be  unraveled. 

One  of  the  more  obvious  and  serious  faults  of 
the  work,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  is  the  mea- 
gerness  of  the  information  it  gives  in  regard  to 
many  of  the  individuals  whose  names  ajipear  in 
the  bock.  I\Iany  of  the  facts  which  are  v\anting 
could  probably  be  supplied,  but  they  could  be  ob- 
tained only  by  an  expenditure  of  time  and  effort 
which  the  \\  riter  does  not  have  at  his  command. 
The  most  that  can  be  hoped  for  the  book'  is  thai 
those  who  read  it  may  regard  the  liltlc  informa- 
tion it  conveys  as  being  better  than  none  at  all. 

For  whatever  may  prove  to  be  of  value  in  the 
work  more  credit  is  due  to  others  than  lo  tlie  au- 
thor. Especial  mention  should  be  made  of  the  as- 
sistance given  by  Robert  Atwater  Smith,  Esri.,  of 
\A'ashington,  D.  C,  who  obtained  the  great  bull; 
of  the  fat-ts  recorded  in  this  book;  by  Rev.  W  il- 


liam  Martin  Beaucliamp,  S.  T.  D.,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  who  furnislied  the  key  by  which  the  door 
leading  to  the  discovery  of  the  ancestry  of  Major 
Peirce  could  be  unlocked;  by  Col.  Kiftredge  Has- 
kins,  of  Erattleboro,  Vt.,  Miss  Lydia  A.  Cobane,  of 
Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  ]\Irs.  George  Popplewell,  of 
Greenville,  Michigan,  and  BIrs.  Oliver  A.  Pierce, 
of  the  State  of  Washington.  All  that  the  author 
can  claim  for  his  part  of  the  woj'k  i?  that  by  means 
of  it  additional  knowledge  of  the  lineLige  of  a 
worthy  American  family  is  now  made  available 
for  all  future  time.  G.  M.  B. 

March,  1916. 


GENEALOGY     OF    THE    FAMILY 

of 

MAJOR  SAMUEL  PEIFlCE 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  PEIKCE  FAMILY. 

The  ori'riii  of  the  Poirce  family  in  America  ap- 
pears to  bo  wholly  unknov.'ii.  To  the  writer  of  this 
book  it  seems  strange  that  a  family  so  numerous, 
so  well  known  and  so  prominent  in  the  history  and 
affairs  of  this  country,  should  never  have  includ- 
ed in  its  numbers  some  one  with  sufficient  curios- 
ity, energy  and  ability  to  make  at  least  an  effort 
to  learn  the  origin  and  history  of  the  primitive 
stock  in  England  f)'om  which  sjirang  those  bearing 
the  name  of  Peircc,  or  Pierce,  who  at  different 
times  emigrated  to  America.  Rut  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  effort  of  that  kind  has  ever  beeii 
made.  The  author  of  the  "Genealogy  of  the  Buck 
Family,"  Gornelius  B.  Harvey,  spent  much  time 
and  a  great  deal  of  money  in  a  vain  endeavor  to 
ascertain  with  certainty  Ihe  origin  and  line  of  de- 
.-^cent  of  the  Buck  family  in  England,  but  no  one 
seems  to  have  even  conteniplated  making  any  ef- 
fort of  that  nature  in  behalf  of  the  Peirce  family. 
>'  '  -uthor  of  the  "Peirce  Genealogy,"  Frederick 
Clifton  Pf'v.'e,  does  not  even  indulge  in  any 
speculations  on  the  subject  of  the  English  origin 
of  the  family,  but  seons  to  have  been  content  to 
ascertain  and  record  merely  the  names  and  vari- 
ous lines  of  descent  of  the  members  of  one  family 
of  the  name  in  this  country  froni  their  common 
ancestor,  John  Pers,  of  Watcrtown.  One  of  the 
chief  things  of  value  in  any  family  historv  should 


be  a  description  of  some,  at  least,  of  the  person- 
ages constituting  each  of  tlie  several  generations 
of  the  family,  their  personality,  their  physical, 
mental  and  moral  characteristics,  the  record  of 
their  lives  and  deeds.  Rut  one  looks  in  vain  for 
anything  of  that  sort  in  the  "Peirce  Genealogy." 
The  names  recorded  in  that  work  might  as  well  be 
the  names  of.  graven  images,  so  far  as  anything 
can  be  learned  fi'om  what  i.s  said  therein  concern- 
ing those  who  bore  those  names  is  concerned.  And 
the  writer  of  this  little"  book,  having  no  facilities 
for  obtaining  further  Icnowledge  of  tlie  Peirce 
family  before  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury, other  than  the  information  contained  in  the 
"Genealogy"  referred  to,  can  only  pass  on  to  oth- 
ers what  he  has  himself  learned  from  that  work, 
dovv-n  to  and  including  David  Peirce,  the  father  of 
Ephraim.  No  part  of  the  history  of  the  fami!\- 
subsequent  to  David  is  contained  in  the  "Ger.(>- 
alogy"  written  by  Frederick  Clifton  Peirce,  tlu> 
name  of  E]ihraim  Peirce  not  beine:  moitioned  in 
that  woi'k. 

In  tlie  family  of  Samuel  Peirce,  whose  name 
furnishes  the  title  of  this  work,  there  was  an  un- 
questioning belief,  based  o)i  family  tradition,  that 
the  family  wa.s  descended  I'rom  the  Percy  family 
of  England.  Samuel  Peirce  was  so  firm  a  believer 
in  the  truth  of  this  tradition  that  he  named  his 
eldest  son  Earl  for  the  Earl  of  Northumberknid. 
and  auothei-  sun  Harry  in  honor  of  Harry  Ilotsjiur. 
Family  traditions  are  genci'ally  of  doubtful  accu- 
racy oi-  value,  but  in  this  case,  while  there  arc  no 
extrar.rous  facts  ci' circum.-ta.nces  eithei-  favoring 
or  opposing  the  truth  of  thi.;  tradilion.  the  inter- 
nal evidences  seem  to  tlie  writei-  to  snpp.irt  the 
theory  of  its  li-uth  so  sti'un.uly  that  its  truth  will 
be  assumed. 


Ill  the  first  place,  the  name  itself  lends  strong 
color  to  the  theory  that  the  family  name  was  orig- 
inally Percy.  If  one  beai's  in  mind  the  fact  that 
the  Peirces  who  emigrated  from  England,  and 
their  descendants  for  many  generations,  i)ivaria- 
bly  pronounced  the  same  as  if  spelled  pur^e  or 
perce  (as  will  be  set  forth  moi-e  fully  hereafter)  ; 
then  to  one  who  has  ever  given  any  thought  to 
the  subject  of  the  transformation  of  names,  the 
presumption  becomes  almost  i\  certainty  thai  the 
name  was  abbreviated  in  its  pronunciation  from 
Percy  to  Perce.  And  at  a  time  v.'hen  so  few  of 
the  common  people  knew  how  to  spell  even  their 
own  names,  as  was  the  case  in  England  down  to  a 
time  later  than  the  middle  of  the  17th  centur\-. 
the  spelling  of  a  name  was  a  matter  of  no  signi- 
ficance whate\'er.  And  if  one  rem.embers  the 
boast  that  Scott  puts  into  the  mouth  of  the  Doug- 
las: 

"Thanks  to  Saint  Bothaii,  son  of  mine. 
Save  Gawaiii  ne'er  could  pen  a  line," 
and  further  remembers  the  many  difl'erent  ways 
in  V. liich  tlie  name  of  Shakespeare  was  spelled  in 
his  own  time,  and  even  by  himself,  the  change  in 
tlie  spelling  of  the  name  presents  no  difficulty 
whatever.  Old  John  of  Watertown.  the  emigrat- 
ing ancestor,  who  probably  had  as  little  idea  as  to 
how  his  name  .should  be  spelled  as  he  had  of  the 
binomial  theorem,  seems  to  have  spelled  it  jiVkj- 
netically,  Pcr^,  or  Pcvhh,  as  will  appear  liter. 
which  demonstrates  how  little  importance  is  to 
be  attached  to  the  :  pelling  or'  the  name  as  a  ;Tuidi' 
1o  its  deri\ation. 

'I'he  writer  is  aware  that  Frederick-  Cli''ton 
Peirce  .suggests  th;;*  tlie  name  Peirce  was  derived 
from  VvUr  or  I'ct.  is,  but  this  is  a  mere  surmise 


on  his  part  and  in.  liio  opinion  of  the  writer  is  so 
far-fetched  and  improbalile  as  not  to  be  worthy  of 
serious  consideration. 

Another  reason  for  concluding  that  the  Peirces 
are  descendants  uf  the  Percys  is  the  striking  re- 
semblance of  the  former  to  the  latter  in  their  gen- 
eral characteristics.  One  has  but  to  read  the  de- 
scription of  the  Percys  in  Shakespeare's  History 
of  King  Henry  IV,  and  Gen.  Peirce's  sketch  of 
"Peirce  Proclivities,"  on  a  later  page  of  this  work, 
to  recognize  the  resemblance ;  the  same  impulsive, 
hot-headed  relish  for  a  combat,  expressed  in  the 
two  concluding  lines  of  Act  I,  First  Part  of  King 
Henry  IV,  and  the  same  domineering,  persistent 
efforts  to  attain  one's  ends.  Had  Major  Samuel 
Peirce  lived  in  Northumberland  in  the  fourtecntli 
and  fifteenth  centuries,  he  would  never  have  been 
so  happy  as  when  making  war  on  the  Scots  or 
fighting  the  armies  of  his  king  on  a  mere  punc- 
tilio; had  Harry  Hotspur  lived  in  Onondaga  couji- 
ty,  New  York,  in  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth 
centuries,  he  would  have  been  "Major  Peirce" 
with  all  his  peculiar  characteristics,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes. 

Before  passing  from  this  subject  it  shouki  be 
stated  that  in  the  family  of  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce, 
a  former  President  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
tradition  of  descent  from  the  Pei'cys  obtained  ajid 
that  the  former  President  always  believed  himself 
to  be  a  descendant  of  that  renowned  family. 

THE  UOME  OF  THE  PERCY  FAMILY. 

Nortliumberland  t^ounty,  one  of  the  most  im- 
port;mt  historically-,  in  England,  formed  the  arena 
in  which  the  Percys  waged  their  relentless  cor- 
flicl.s  with  all  mankind,  esj>ecially  with  their  neipF- 


bors  on  the  nortli.  Rugged,  broken  and  wild, 
seamed  with  the  deep  valleys  and  richly  wooded 
glens  of  its  rivers,  Northumberland  County  pre- 
sented a  fitting  stage  for  the  presentation  of  the 
warlike  dramas  which  were  almost  continually 
being  performed  in  that  region  and  in  which  the 
Percys  were  always  among  the  chief  actors.  Sep- 
arated from  Scotland  by  the  lofty  Cheviot  Hill.-'. 
and  the  romantic  Tweed,  it  was  alternately  the 
scene  of  wild  Scottish  forays  and  of  the  muster 
of  gallant  riders  for  a  return  incursion  into  Scot- 
land. And  besides  these  incessant  border  con- 
flicts, Northumberland  County  was  the  theater 
of  some  of  the  great  wars  between  the  kingdoms 
of  England  and  Scotland  in  the  times  of  David, 
Robert  Bruce  and  James  IV  of  Scotland,  and  01- 
terburn  and  Flodden  Field  are  familiar  names  of 
battlefields  mentioned  in  English  and  Scottish  his- 
tory. The  inhabitants  of  that  county,  vigorous- 
ly Saxon  from  its  conquest  by  Ida  and  his  six 
sons  in  the  sixth  century',  never  wholly  yielding 
to  the  Danes  during  all  the  dark-  years  of  Dan- 
ish domination,  the  sturdy  Saxon  yeomanry  of 
Northumberland  were  always  able  and  ready  to 
furnish  the  Percys  with  any  required  number  of 
retainers  for  service  in  the  field  or  in  their  castle 
halls.  In  such  a  region,  amid  such  surroundinsvs, 
the  Percy  family  arose,  ruled,  flourished  r>-d 
passed  away,  none  of  the  present  family  of  tluit 
name  having  in  his  veins  more  than  a  possible 
trace  of  the  blood  of  the  chivalrous  and  warlilic 
Percys  of  the  centuries  from  the  twelfth  to  the 
seventeenth. 

The  home  of  the  Percy  family  was  at  Alnwiclc 
Castle  at  Alnwick,  which  was  made  the  shire  town 
of  Norlluniiborland  County  in  latO,  by  a  st.-itulc 
11 


providing  that  the  shire  court  of  the  county  should 
thenccfoi-th  "be  held  in  the  town  and  casLle  of 
Alnwick."  Alnwick  Abbey  was  founded  about  the 
year  1147,  and  the  castle  was  probably  construct- 
ed not  far  from  the  same  time.  Alnwick  Castle 
is  described  in  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  as 
"an  ari-ay  of  walls  and  towers  covering  about  five 
acres,"  and  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Clark  in  his  work  on 
Medieval  Military  ArcliiiecfiDT.  as  "probably  the 
finest  extant  example  of  a  Norman  ca.stlc  of  this 
typo,  having  an  open  keep  and  a  complete  enci- 
cnte."  The  castle  v.-as  virtually  unoccupied  and 
allowed  to  3"al]  into  decay  from  about  the  year 
1670,  when  the  male  line  of  the  Percy  family  be- 
came extinct,  until  it  was  repaired  and  restored  to 
it.s  former  .splendor  by  the  present  family,  be- 
tween 1750  a.nd  1786.  Fitz-Greene  Halleck,"in  liis 
stirring  poem  entitled  "Alnv.'ick  Castle,"  viviitv';! 
about  182S.  introduces  his  .--ubject  with  this 
stanza : 

"Iio)ne  of  tlie  Percys,  hi^'-h  born  race! 

Home  (if  the  beautiful  ;'iul  brr.ve! 
Alike  their  birth  and  bin-ia!  place, 

Their  cradle  and  their  .urave." 

IIL'-TORY  OF  THE  PEIU  Y  FA:,iILY. 

From  the  Encyclopaedia  Bi'ittannica  is  extract- 
ed this  compendious  hi.-^tory  of  the  Percy  Family: 

"The  family,  v>-hose  depd<  are  so  prominent  in 
English  histoi-y,  was  founded  by  William  de  Perci 
(10o0-1096),  a  follower  of  the  Conqueror,  who 
bestowed  on  him  a  ;rreat  (ief  in  Yorkshire  atKi 
Lincolnshire.  The  rojiister  of  Whitby  Alibey. 
which  he  founded  anew,  and  in  later  days  the  her- 
alds, were  responsible  for  the  fabulous  .n-ijTin  and 
pedi,^'i-ee  of  the  family  which  are  still  cun-enl.  I'.y 


Emma,  daughter  of  lliig-h  de  Port,  a  great  Hamp- 
shire baron,  William  was  father  of  several  sons. 
of  whom  Alan  the  eldest  succeeded  him.  His 
grandson  William  was  the  last  of  the  house  in  the 
direct  line,  and  loft  two  sisters  and  coheire;;ses, 
Maud,  countess  of  Warwick,  who  died  childless, 
and  Agnes.  Agnes  de  Perci  had  married  Joccline, 
styled  'brother  of  the  queen'  (i.  e.  Adeliza  of  Lou- 
vain,  second  wife  of  Henry  I.),  whose  legitimacy 
has  been  questioned,  and  from  this  marriage  de- 
scended the  .second  house  of  Percy  (which  name  it 
assumed)  till  its  own  extinction  in  the  male  line 
five  centuries  later  (1670).  By  it  was  brought 
into  the  family  the  great  Petworth  estate  in  Sus- 
sex, which  Joceline  had  obtained  from  his  sister, 
who  was  holding  Arundel  and  its  fief.  His  son 
Ricliard  (1170-1244)  and  Richard's  nephew  Wil- 
liam (1183-1245)  v.-ere  among  the  barons  who 
rose  in  arms  against  John,  but  the  latter  made  his 
peace  with  Henry  HI.,  and  had  his  lands  restored 
to  him.  Richard  do  Percy  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
five  barons  apjiointod  to  enforce  the  observance  of 
Magna  Charta. 

The  next  impo}lant  member  of  the  family  is 
William's  grandson  Henry  de  Percy  (1272-1315) 
whom  F^dward  I.,  after  the  deposition  of  John 
Baliol,  appointed  governor  of  Galloway,  and  who 
was  one  of  his  most  active  agents  in  the  subju- 
gation of  Scotland  til!  the  success  of  Robert  Bruce 
drove  him  out  of  Tunberry  Castle,  and  made  him 
withdraw  into  England.  He  was  rewarded  by  Ed- 
ward H.  with  the  barren  title  of  Earl  of  Carrick. 
declared  to  be  forfeited  by  the  Scottish  hero;  and 
the  same  king  appointed  him  governor  of  the  cas- 
tles of  Bamburgh  and  Scarborough.  But  in  1309 
he  himself  made  his  position  strong  in  the  north 
of  England  by  purchasing  lands  of  Anthony  Bek, 


bishop  of  Durham,  amonfr  which  was  the  honour 
of  Alnwick,  the  principal  seat  of  the  family  ever 
since.  The  Percys  had  chiefly  resided  till  tlien  at 
Spofiorth  in  Yorkshire,  and  their  connexion  with 
Northumberland  dates  from  this  acquisition. 
Henry's  son,  another  Henry  (1299-1352),  took 
part  in  the  league  against  Edward  H.'s  favorites, 
the  Despensers,  was  in  favor  with  Edward  HI., 
and  obtained  from  Edward  Baliol  as  king  of  Scot- 
land grants  of  Lochmaben.  Annandale  and  Moflat- 
dale,  which  he  surreiidered  to  the  English  king  for 
the  castle  and  constableship  of  Jedburgh,  or  Jed- 
worth,  with  the  forest  of  Jedworth  and  some 
neighboring  towns.  A  few  years  later,  in  fulle)- 
recompense  of  the  unprofitable  gift  of  Baliol,  a 
grant  of  500  marks  a  year  was  made  to  him  out 
of  the  old  customs  at  Berwick ;  and  in  lo4'3  he  did 
splendid  service  to  his  sovereign  by  defeating  and 
taking  prisoner  David  H.,  king  of  -Scotland,  at  the 
battle  of  Neville's  Cross. 

To  him  succeeded  another  Henry  Percy  (1322- 
1368),  a  feudal  baron  like  his  predecessors,  who 
fought  at  Crecy  during  his  father's  lifetime  and 
whose  brother  Thomas  Percy  (1333-1369).  was 
bishop  of  Norwich  from  1356-1369.  The  next 
head  of  the  Percys  was  Henry's  son.  another  Hen- 
ry, who  was  made  earl  of  Northumberland  at  the 
coronation  of  Richard  H.,  and  whose  younger 
brother  Thomas  (d.  1403)  was  created  earl  of 
Worcester  in  1397.  Tlie  fii-st  earl  of  Northumber- 
land, father  of  the  famous  Hotspur,  Sir  Henry 
Percy,  was  killed  at  Bramham  Woor  in  140S,  while 
in  arms  against  the  king,  and  his  title  and  estates 
were  forfeited.  But,  by  an  act  no  less  gracious 
than  politic,  Henry  V.  restored  them  in  1414  to 
the  earl's  grandson.  Henry  (1394-1455),  tlien  a 
prisoner  with  the  Scots,  whose  liberation  he  had 


no  difficulty  in  procuring  from  the  duke  of  Albany 
during  the  time  of  James  I.'s  captivity.  From 
that  day  the  loyalty  of  the  family  to  the  house  of 
Lancaster  was  steadfast  and  undeviating.  The 
second  earl  died  fighting  for  Henry  VI.  at  the  first 
battle  of  St.  Albans  in  1455;  the  third.  Henry 
(1421-1461),  was  slain  on  the  bloody  field  of  Tow- 
ton;  the  fourth,  Henry  (1440-1489),  was  killed  in 
quelling  an  insurrection  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII. 
So  strong  was  the  Lancastrian  feeling  of  the  fam- 
ily that  even  Sir  Ralph  Percy  (1425-1464),  a  bro- 
ther of  the  earl  who  fell  at  Towton,  though  he 
had  actually  submitted  once  to  Edward  IV.,  turn- 
ed again,  and  when  he  fell  at  Hedgley  Moor  in 
April,  1464,  consoled  himself  witli  the  thought 
that  he  had,  as  he  phrased  it,  'saved  the  bird  in  hif. 
bosom.' 

No  wonder  tlien,  that  in  Edv.-ard  R'.'s  days  tlie 
title  and  estates  of  the  family  were  for  a  time 
taken  away  and  given  to  John  Neville  Lord  Mon- 
tagu, brother  of  \\'arwick  the  king-maker.  But 
the  north  of  England  was  so  accustomed  to  tlie 
j-ule  of  the  Percys  that  in  a  few  years  Edward  sav.- 
the  necessity  of  restoring  them,  and  did  so  at  the 
cost  of  alienating  still  further  the  powerful  family 
of  the  Nevilles,  wlio  were  then  already  on  tlie 
point  of  rebellion. 

A  crisis  occuri-ed  in  the  fortunes  of  the  family 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  Vlll.  on  the  death  of  Henry, 
the  6th  earl  (1502-15:37),  whose  brothers  Sir 
Thomas  and  Sir  ingeli'am  Percy,  much  against  his 
will,  had  taken  part  in  the  great  insurrection 
called  the  Pilgrimage  of  Grace.  A  thriftless  ma!\, 
of  whom  it  is  recorded  that  in  his  youth  he  was 
smitten  with  the  charms  of  Anne  Boleyn,  but  was 
forced  to  give  her  up  and  marry  a  woman  he  did 
not  love,  he  died  childless,  after  selling  many  of 


the  family  estates  and  granting  the  others  to  the 
king.  The  title  was  forfeited  on  his  death,  and 
was  granted  by  Edward  VI.  to  the  ambitious  John 
Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick,  who  was  attainted  in  the 
succeeding  reign.  It  was  restored  in  the  days  of 
Queen  Mary  to  Thomas  Percy  (1528-1572),  a 
nephew  of  the  6th  earl,  who,  being  a  stanch  Ko- 
man  Catholic,  was  one  of  the  three  earls  who  took 
the  lead  in  the  celebrated  rising  of  1572,  and  was 
beheaded  at  York.  His  brother  Henry  (1532- 
1585),  who  succeeded  him.  was  no  less  unhappy. 
Involved  in  Throgmorton's  conspiracy,  he  was 
committed  to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  have  shot  himself  in  bed  with  a  pistol 
found  beside  him  ;  but  there  were  grave  suspicions 
that  it  had  been  discharged  by  another  hand.  His 
son,  Henry  (1567-1632),  the  next  earl,  suffered 
like  his  two  predecessors  for  his  attachment  to 
the  religion  of  his  forefathers.  The  Crown  law- 
yers sought  in  vain  to  implicate  him  in  the  Gun- 
powder Plot,  but  he  was  imprisoned  for  fifteen 
years  in  the  Tower  and  compelled  to  pay  a  fine  of 
£30,000.  Algernon  (1602-1668),  the  son  who  next 
succeeded,  was  a  parliamentary  general  in  the 
Civil  War.  At  length,  in  1670,  the  male  line  of 
this  illustrious  family  became  extinct,  at  least  in 
the  direct  line,  about  live  hundred  years  after  the 
marriage  of  Agnes  de  Percy  with  Joceline  of  Lou- 
vain. 

The  representation  of  the  earlier  Percys  had 
passed  away  through  the  daughters  of  Earl 
Thomas,  beheaded  in  1572,  but  the  earldom  of 
Northumberland  (created  for  him  in  1557)  had 
passed  to  his  brother  Henry,  under  a  special  re- 
mainder, and  appears  to  have  become  extinct  in 
1670,  though  i)ei-sistently  claimed  by  James  Percy, 
the  t!-unk-maker.     The  last  earl's  daughter  Eliz- 


abeth,  a  great  heiress,  was  mother  by  Charles  Sey- 
mour, 6th  duke  of  Somerset,  of  Algernon,  7th 
duke,  who  was  summoned  (in  error)  as  Lord  Per- 
cy in  1722  and  created  earl  of  Northumberland 
in  1749.  On  the  duke's  death  in  1750  his  earldom 
of  Northumberland  passed  under  a  special  re- 
mainder, ^\^th  the  main  inheritance  of  the  Per- 
cys, to  Sir  Hugh  Smithson,  bart.  (1715-1786),  who 
had  married  his  daughter  and  eventual  heiress  in 
1740,  and  was  created  duke  of  Nortliumberland 
and  Earl  Percy  in  1766.  From  this  marriage  des- 
cends the  present  ducal  house,  which  bears  the 
name  of  Percy  in  lieu  of  Smithson,  and  owns  vast 
estates  in  Northumberla)id. 


The  actual  representation  in  blood  of  the  later 
Percys  (i.  c.  from  1572)  passed  in  18G5.  on  thr 
death  of  the  4th  duke,  to  the  dukes  of  Atholl,  who 
in  virtue  of  it  are  Lords  Percy,  under  the  writ  of 
1722,  the  oldest  of  the  family  titles  now  remain- 
ing." 

It  will  be  seen  that  with  these  later  Percy  fam- 
ilies the  Peii-ces  in  America  have  no  apparent  re- 
lationship, as  John  Pei's,  who  came  to  America 
in  1637,  must  have  descended  from  some  member 
of  the  original  Percy  family  of  which  the  male 
line  became  extinct  in  1670.  How  far  back  in  the 
line  of  ancestry  one  would  need  to  go  to  find  an 
ancestor  of  John  who  was  a  Percy  of  noble  birth, 
could  be  nothing  more  than  a  matter  of  conjecture 
at  bi'St  in  the  absence  of  anything  like  positive 
knowledge  on  that  subject.  The  English  law  of 
primogeniture  made  it  almost  certain  during  the 
five  hundred  years  from  1170  to  1670,  that  the 
head  of  a  }ioble  family  lij^e  the  Percys  would,  in 
I'ach  generation,  leave  a  larger  or  smaller  crop  of 


"younger  sons"  who  were  not  of  sufficient  account 
to  be  mentioned  in  history  or  to  have  their  names 
preserved  in  any  way.  Every  genealogical  tree 
has  many  branches,  iDOUghs  and  twigs,  and  it  is 
many  times  a  task  of  no  small  difficulty  to  trace 
one  of  the  ofT-shoots  to  the  parent  stem. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  not  mentioned  in  tin'  preced- 
ing "History  of  the  Percy  Family"  that  some  his- 
torians have  traced  the  origin  of  the  Percy  fam- 
ily back  as  far  as  a  noted  monarch  who  ruled  at 
Constantinople  centuries  before  its  capture  by  the 
Turks.  Fitz-Greone  llalleck,  in  his  poem  before 
quoted  from,  refers  to  this  fact  in  his  allusion  to 
the  history  of  this  remarkable  family 

"From  him  who  once  his  standard  set 
Where  how  o'er  mosque  and  minaret, 
Glitter  the  Sultan's  crescent  moons," 

down  to  the  one  who 

"a  younger  son. 
Fought  for  King  George  at  Lexington, 
A  major  of  dragoons." 

And  it  is  another  curious  circumstance  that 
eighteen  days  before  this  "major  of  dragoons" 
took  part  in  the  expedition  against  Lexington 
and  Concord,  Eiihraim  Peirce  enlisted  as  a  soldier 
in  the  patriot  army. 

It  is  also  a  fact  worthy  of  note  in  connection 
with  the  histoi-y  of  the  Percys,  that  the  Percy 
Family  is  the  onl\-  Englisli  family  having  a  vcsled 
right  of  seiniltui-e  in  Westminster  Abbey.  The 
writer  once  imiuired  of  one  of  the  vergers  in  the 
Abbey  how  and  when  this  right  originated,  and 
was  informed  that  it  was  by  a  royal  grant  from 
Henry  \T1I.    Jusl  why  this  royal  grant  was  made 


at  that  time  it  is  not  easy  to  conjecture  in  the 
absence  of  information.  But  of  the  existence  of 
■.he  grant  there  can  be  no  question. 

There  is  here  included  a  sketch  of  Harry  Hot- 
spur taken  from  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica, 
not  because  it  has  any  necessary  connection  with 
the  subject  of  this  work  but  because  the  subject 
of  the  sketch  was  probably  the  most  illustrious 
member  of  the  illustrious  family  fi-om  v.-hich  the 
Peirces  in  America  descended. 

"Sir  Plenry  Tercy,  called  Hot.spui'  (]  864-] 403), 
eldest  son  of  Henry,  1st  earl  of  Northumberland, 
was  born  on  the  20th  of  March,  l;]64.  He  saw 
active  service  when  he  was  fourteen  at  the  siege 
of  Bervcick.  Six  years  later  he  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  wardenship  of  the  eastern 
march  of  Scotland,  and  his  zeal  for  border  war- 
fare won  the  name  of  Hotspur  foi-  him  from  his 
opponents.  In  1386  he  was  sent  to  Calais,  and 
raided  French  territory,  but  v.-as  shortly  after- 
wards recalled  to  defend  England  against  a  naval 
attack  by  France.  In  popular  story  and  ballad  he 
is  known  as  one  of  the  heroes  of  Otterburn  or 
Chevy  Chase,  which  is  the  subject  of  one  of  the 
most  stirring  recitals  of  Froissart.  In  the  summer 
of  1388  the  Scots  invaded  England  by  way  of  Car- 
lisle, sending  a  small  body  under  the  earls  of 
Douglas.  Mar  and  Moi-ay  to  invade  Northumber- 
land. The  earl  of  Northumberland  remained  at 
Alnwick,  but  sent  his  sons  Sir  Henry  and  Sir 
Ralph  against  the  enemy.  In  hand-to-hand  fight- 
ing before  the  walls  of  Newcastle,  Douglas  is  said 
to  have  won  Sir  Henry's  pennon,  which  he  swore 
to  tix  upon  the  walls  of  Dalkeith.  The  Scots  then 
retreated  to  Otterburn,  where  Percy,  who  was  bent 
iin  recovering  his  punnon.  attacked  them  on  a 
tine  August  evening  in  13S8.     Douglas  was  slain 


in  tlse  battle,  though  not,  as  stated  by  \^''alsing- 
ham,  by  Percy's  hand;  Heiiry  Percy  was  cap- 
tured by  Sir  John  Montyumery,  and  his  brother 
Ralpli  by  Sir  John  IMaxwcll.  Hotspur  was  re- 
leased on  the  payment  of  a  lieavy  ransom,  to  which 
Richard  II.  contributed  iioOOO,  and  in  the  autumn 
his  term  as  warden  of  Carlisle  and  the  \\^est  March 
was  extended  to  five  years.  In  1-399  togeth^-r  with 
his  father  he  joined  Henry  of  Lancaster.  Hcniy 
IV.  gave  the  charge  of  the  West  March  to  Nor- 
thumberland, while  Heni-y  Percy  received  the 
castles  of  Bamburgh,  Roxburgh  and  Bei'v/ick,  and 
the  wardenship  of  the  East  Jlarch,  with  a  salary 
of  £3000  in  peace  time  and  £12,000  in  war.  During 
the  first  year  of  Henry's  reign  Hotspur  further 
was  appointed  justiciar  of  X..rth  Wales  and  con- 
stable of  the  castles  of  Chester,  Flint,  Conway, 
Denbigh  and  Carnarvon. 


The  Scots  iigain  invaded  England  in  the  autumn 
of  1402,  headed  by  the  earl  of  Douglas  and  Mur- 
doch Stewart,  son  of  the  duke  of  Albany.  Nor- 
thumberland and  Hotsirur  barred  their  way  at 
Millfield,  near  Wool. a-,  and  the  Scots  were  com- 
pelled to  fight  at  Humbledon,  or  Homiklon  Hill, 
on  the  14th  of  September.  The  English  archers 
were  jn-ovided  with  a  good  target  in  the  masses  of 
the  Scotti.sli  spearmen,  and  Hotspur  was  restrained 
from  charging  by  his  ally.  George  Dunbar,  earl 
of  March.  The  Scottish  army  was  almost 
destroyed,  while  the  English  loss  is  .'^aid  to  have 
been  i'nc  men.  I)is])ules  with  the  king  arose  over 
the  disposal  of  the  Scottish  prisoners.  Percy  in- 
sisting on  his  right  to  hold  Douglas  as  his  personal 
prisoner,  and  he  was  sunnnoned  to  court  to  e.x- 
plain.     It  is  i-elated  that  wlien  he  arrived  Ilenrv 


asked  for  Douglas,  and  Hotspur  demanded  in  i-e- 
turn  that  his  brother-in-law,  Edmund  Jlortimer, 
should  be  allowed  to  ransom  himself  from  Owen 
Glendower  with  whom  he  was  a  prisoner.  High 
words  followed,  in  the  course  of  which  Henry 
called  Percy  a  traitor,  struck  him  in  the  face,  and 
drew  his  sword  on  him.  Percy  is  said  to  have 
answered  this  defiance  with  the  woixls,  'Not  here, 
hut  on  the  field.'  This  was  late  in  1402,  and  in 
1403  Hotspur  issued  a  proclamation  in  Cheshire 
stating  that  Richard  II.  was  yet  alive,  and  sum- 
moning the  inhabitants  to  his  standard.  He  made 
common  cause  with  his  prisoner  Douglas,  and 
marched  south  to  join  forces  with  Glendowi^r,  who 
was  now  reconciled  witli  Mortimer.  He  was  re- 
inforced by  his  uncle  Thomas,  earl  of  Worcester, 
who,  although  steward  to  the  household  of  the 
prince  of  Wales,  joined  his  family  in  rebellion. 
The  mythical  Richard  II.  was  heard  of  no  more, 
and  Pei-cy  made  himself  the  champion  of  the 
young  earl  of  March.  When  lie  arrived  at  the 
Castle  Furegate,  Shrewsbury,  early  on  the  21st 
of  July,  and  demanded  provisions,  he  found  the 
king's  forces  had  arrived  before  him.  He  re- 
tired in  the  direction  of  Whiteclnirch,  and  awaited 
the  enemy  about  three  and  one  half  miles  from 
Shrewsbury.  After  a  long  parley,  in  which  a  truce 
(if  two  days  was  said  to  have  been  agreed  on,  the 
Scottish  ear]  of  March,  fighting  on  the  royal  side, 
forced  the  batlle  in  the  afternoon,  the  royal  right 
being  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Wales.  Hot- 
spur was  killed,  the  earls  of  Douglas  and  \\  (.-rces- 
ter.  Sir  Richard  Venables  of  Kindorton,  and  Sii- 
Richard  Vernon  were  captured,  and  the  rebel  arnn 
disjH'rsed.  \\'orcester,  Venables  and  Vernon  were 
executed  the  next  day.  Percy's  body  was  buried 
ai    ^"  iiitcchurch,   but   was   disinterred   two   days 


later  to  be  exhibited  at  Shrewsbury.  The  head 
was  cut  off  and  fixed  on  one  of  the  gates  of 
York." 

THE  PERCY  ARMS. 

The  following  description  of  the  Percy  cre.st  and 
arms  is  also  taken  from  the  Encyclopaedia  Brit- 
tannica. 

"The  ancient  London  residence  of  the  Percys, 
Northumberland  House.  Charing  Cross,  was  re- 
moved to  make  way  for  Nortliumberland  Avenu.e. 
Above  it  stood  the  Percy  crest,  a  (blue)  lion  with 
stiffly  extended  tail ;  but  the  famous  badge  of  the 
house  was  the  white  crescent  or  lialf  moon—  'the 
Half-Moone  shining  all  soe  faire'  of  'the  Northern 
Rising'  ballad — with  a  pair  of  manacles.  I'heir 
coat  of  arms  was  a  blue  lion  rampart  on  a  y;llow 
ground — 'Jaune  o  un  bleu  lyon  rampart'  of  the 
Carlaverock  roll,  stated,  but  wrongly,  to  have  lieen 
derived  from  the  dukes  of  Louvain  and  Brabant. 
With  it  they  quartered  the  'Luces'  coat  of  the  Lucys 
01  Cockei-moutli  aftei-  succeeding  to  their  estates, 
whence  .the  lines  in  The  Battle  of  Ottcrbouruc: — 
"The  Lucctts  and  the  Cressaunts  both. 
The  Skotts  fought  them  agaync." 

SPELLING  AND  PPxONUNCIATION  OF  THE 
NAME  PEIPCE. 
In  a  preceding  page  of  this  work  mention  is 
made  of  the  fact  that  proper  names  frequently 
undergo  citlier  slight  or  radical  changes  in  ways 
and  for  reasons  that  it  would  be  profitless  now  to 
inquire.  And  in  the  case  of  the  Percys,  their  des- 
cendants in  this  country  seem  to  have"  changed  the 
name  quite  generally,  first  to  Perce.  Pers,  and  later 
to  Peirce.  Pierce.  I'earco  or  Pearse.  Ulin's  Who 
ill  Aiihiicii,  (i;)ll-L"i),  contains  the  names  of  12 


who  spell  the  name  Teirce,  20  who  spell  it  Pierce, 
7  Pearce,  3  Pearse,  while  that  volume  contains  the 
names  of  only  2  Percys. 

To  the  solution  of  this  question  in  regard  to  the 
spelling  of  the  name,  James  ]\Iills  Peirce,  formerly 
a  Professor  of  Harvard  University,  furnished  a 
very  enlightening  contribution  in  an  article  writ- 
ten b>-  liim  for  the  "Genealogical  Register,"  from 
which  the  following  is  taken : 

"The  spelling  of  the  name  of  Peirce  is  generally 
supposed  to  have  no  signification  in  detei-mining 
relationships.  Certainly  a  great  variety  in  this 
I'egard  will  be  found  in  printed  and  written  docu- 
ments from  the  settlement  of  New  England  until 
now.  But  my  observation  leads  me  to  believe  that 
a  high  decree  of  uniformity  exists  in  the  spelling 
a.s>  u^'ed  by  persons  bearing  the  name,  in  any  one 
family  connection.  Thus  the  descendants  of  Rob- 
ert of  Woburn,  and  1  believe  nearly  the  whole  body 
of  the  descendants  of  John  of  Watertown.  from  the 
beginning  to  the  present  day,  almost  everywhere 
use  the  sj)elling  Peirce.  though  John  himself  ap- 
pears to  sign  his  will  Pcr.v  or  Pir.s.s-  in  an  an- 
tiquated hand  resembling  German  Sclii-ift.  The 
spellin.g  Pearse  in  the  will  of  his  wife  Elizabeth 
is  not  written  by  the  testator  who  signs  only  by 
mark.  On  the  other  liand  the  descendants  of 
Samuel  of  Charlestown  and  of  Serg't  Thomas  of 
Vrolnirn  most  cimnnonly  employ  the  spelling  Pierre 
which  is  also.  I  think,  that  of  the  signature  of  the 
v.ill  of  Thomas,  senior,  of  Charlestown,  Avhich 
may.  however,  be  Pvircc  or  Peercf." 

And  s(i  far  as  the  investigations  of  the  writer 
havf  extended.  Piof.  Peirce  is  right  in  affirming 
that  the  descendants  of  "John  of  Watertown" 
liown  to  and  including  Major  Samuel  Peirce,  al- 
most  invariably  spelled  the  name  Peirce.     It   is 


true,  as  mentioned  by  Prof.  Peirce,  tliat  John  him- 
self spelled  the  name  Pers  or  Perss,  but — as  has 
been  previously  suggested — this  spelling  was  no 
doubt  due  to  ignorance  on  John's  part  as  to  the 
correct  spelling  of  his  name,  if,  indeed,  there  was 
any  spelling  in  his  day  that  could  be  called  correct. 
Anthony,  tJie  son  of  John,  seems  to  have  spelled  his 
name  Perse,  at  least  at  times,  but  through  the  suc- 
ceeding generations  of  this  family  the  name  was 
universally  spelled  Peirce  down  to  the  time  of 
Major  Samuel  Peirce,  as  has  been  stated.  In  the 
commission  i-ssued  to  Ephraim  the  name  is  spelled 
Pierce,  but  this  was  not  written  by  himself.  In 
his  signature  to  his  application  for  a  pension,  made 
in  1832,  he  spelled  his  name  Peirce,  as  he  did  in 
his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1833.  In 
his  pension  papers  his  name  is  spelled  Pierce  be- 
cause so  spelled  in  his  commission. 

And  Major  Samuel  Peirce  almost  invariably — 
perhaps  invariably — spelled  his  name  Peirce,  at 
least  that  was  the  case  until  within  a  very  few 
years  before  his  death.  The  writer  has  in  his 
possession  a  contract  executed  by  Major  Peirce 
about  the  year  1839  in  which  the  Major's  signa- 
ture is  plainly  written  Peirce.  And  in  all  the  con- 
veyances of  land  in  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y.,  made 
■:o  or  by  Samuel  Peirce,  the  name  is  spelled  Peirce. 
(n  the  entries  recording  the  birth  of  his  children, 
made  by  Major  Peirce  in  the  family  Bible,  the 
name  is  each  time  spelled  Peirce.  His  will,  made 
ni  1848,  was  not  written  by  himself  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  determine  from  an  inspection  of  the 
signature  to  that  document  whether  it  was  writ- 
ten Peirce  or  Pierce. 

But  the  descendants  of  Major  Peirce,  almost 
without  exception — if  indeed  there  were  any  ex- 
ceptions— emigrated  to  the  west  and  adoiitcd  the 


vscstern  method  of  spelling  the  name.  The  writer 
cannot  remember  how  the  name  was  spelled  by  the 
children  of  Earl,  but  thinks  that  the  name  was 
spelled  Pierce  by  the  children  of  Ira,  as  it  is  by  the 
descendants  of  Harry  and  Oliver  Lyman.  Hannah 
gave  the  name  of  Major  Samuel  Peirce  to  her  eld- 
est son,  but,  after  some  hesitation  and  delibera- 
tion, adopted  for  his  name  the  spelling  Pierce. 
These  facts  serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  way  in 
which  names  are  continually  being  changed,  and 
of  the  facilit\  with  which  the  name  Percy  could 
have  been  and  doubtless  was  changed  to  Peirce. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  it  has  seemed  to 
the  writer  of  this  book  that  it  would  be  better  to 
follow  the  sjjelling  adopted  by  each  member  of  the 
family  for  himself,  and  to  spell  the  name  Peirce 
when  naming  any  member  of  the  family  down  to 
and  including  Major  Samuel  Peirce  and  to  follow 
the  spelling  Pierce  when  naming  any  later  mem- 
ber of  the  family. 

As  rega)-ds  the  jironunciation  of  the  name,  the 
following  fartlier  extract  from  the  article  by  Prof. 
Peirce  be-fore  quoted  from,  is  illuminating  and  in- 
structive : 

"In  the  old  pronunciation  of  the  name,  accord- 
ing to  the  tradition  prevalent  in  sevei-al  branches 
of  the  family  of  John  of  \\'atertown,  the  vowel 
sound  was  the  same  that  we  now  hear  in  the  words 
pear,  /((,"•  ard  their;  and  this  pronunciation  is  re- 
membered by  living  persons  as  having  been  some- 
times used  by  old-fashioned  people.  This  was 
lirobably  o.uito  independent  of  the  spelling.  The 
same  sound  v.-as,  according  to  A.  J.  Ellis,  used  in 
the  verb  to  pierce,  in  tlie  17th  century,  and  by 
some  in  the  18th  century.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
verb  may  be  occasionally  heard  with  the  pro- 
nunciation ]>erse  (or  purse)  which  is  now  the  pre- 


valent  pronunciation  of  all  forms  of  the  surname 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston. 

Let  me  add  that  the  great  number  of  the  fam- 
ilies of  tliis  name  among  the  early  settlers  of  New 
England  makes  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  trace  the 
different  lines.  Savage  is  guilty  of  many  omis- 
sior.s  under  this  name,  and  has  committed  some 
decided  mistakes.  The  perplexity  in  which  all 
printed  authoi-ities  leave  the  subject  makes  the 
matter  very  difficult  for  the  author." 

And  to  much  the  same  import  is  ari  article  by  an 
unknown  author,  which  went  the  rounds  of  the 
public  press  a  few  years  ago  and  is  as  follows : 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  who  held 
ofTice  from  1853  to  1857  is  known,  like  other  men, 
by  his  surname,  but  it  is  funny  enough  to  consider 
that  this  name  was,  and  is,  one  thing  in  one  pa)'t 
of  the  country  and  quite  another  in  other  parts. 
In  the  volume  of  I\Irs.  Lydia  Maria  Child's  'Let- 
tei's,'  recently  published,  referring  to  one  of  her 
antislavery  poems  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  she 
apologizes  for  her  use  of  'cur.se'  in  a  cei'tain  stanza, 
observing  that  it  was  the  only  handy  word  slio 
could  get  to  rhyme  with  Pierce.  Now,  the  fact  is 
that  this  v.-as  Jlrs.  Child's  idea  as  a  I\Iassachusetfs 
woman.  Had  she  come  south  and  west  of  New 
England  to  tell  the  people  of  the  United  States  that 
the  President's  name  was  'Purse'  they  would  have 
laughed  at  her,  undoubtedly.  Their  idea  was  and  is 
that  P-i-e-r-c-e,  used  as  a  surname,  is  of  the  same 
pronunciation  as  p-i-e-r-c-e,  used  as  a  word  nearly 
synonomous  with  penetrate,  and  while  it  is  true 
that  Sheridan  ju-onouncod  this  latter  word  perse, 
all  other  authorities,  substantially,  difl'ered,  and 
called  it  peorre.  This  contrast  of  usage  must  be 
regarded  as  ratlier  amusing,  yet  it  exists  to  this 
day,  aiul  even  Ihe  President,  as  we  have  remarked, 


is  known  by  different  names  according  to  locality." 
An  eminent  citizen  of  Vermont  told  the  writer 
tliat  in  that  State  and  throughout  tlie  eastern 
part  of  the  United  States,  the  name,  whether 
spelled  Peirce  or  Pierce  was  uniformly  pronounced 
as  if  spelled  Purse.  And  substantially  the  same 
statement  was  made  to  the  writer  by  Senator 
George  F.  Hoar,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  a 
descendant  of  John  Pers  of  Watertown.  Alajor 
Samuel  Peirce  never  pi-onounced  his  own  name 
otherwise  than  as  if  it  were  spelled  Purse,  which 
leads  to  the  conclusion  that  it  v>'as  so  pronounced 
in  the  family  of  his  father.  Ephraim.  And  the 
friends  and  neighbors  of  the  I\Iajor  always  pro- 
nounced his  name  as  the  Major  himself  pronounced 
it.  And  the  Major's  daughter  Plannah  never,  to 
the  day  of  her  death,  pronounced  the  name,  even 
as  a  part  of  the  name  of  her  son.  except  accord- 
ing to  the  pronunciation  used  by  her  father  and  his 
ance.?tors  and  relatives.  In  time,  however,  the 
pronunciation,  like  tlie  spelling,  became  western- 
ized, and  the  name  is  now  pronounced  Iw  the 
Major's  descendants  generally,  if  not  universally, 
the  same  as  the  verb  to  pierce. 

PEIKCE  PROCLIVITIES. 

An  article  under  the  above  caption  was  written 
several  years  ago  by  Gen.  Ebenezer  Peirce,  an 
eminent  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  a  democrat  in 
politics,  who  held  a  number  of  important  State 
and  Federal  ofRces,  both  in  his  own  State  and  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  full  text  of  the  article 
follows : 

"A  prominent  and  distinguished  trait  of  charac- 
acter  in  the  Peirce  Family  is  casually  exposed  to 
view  by  the  historian  IJab.son,  in  his  description 
of  the  tunniltuous  proceedings  occasioned  by  tiu> 
\iolent  party  spi)-it  that  prevailed  in  the  country 


after  the  embar<:o  of  President  JefTcrsou  in  1806. 
'At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Gloucester,  the  two 
political  parties  struggled  for  tlie  mastery  through 
the  day  and  amid  darkness  until  half  past  ten  at 
night,'  and  the  floor  of  the  church  wherein  the 
meeting  was  held  he  describes  as  presenting  a 
scene  of  wild  confusion  and  discord  worthy  of 
Pandemonium  itself.  'Tlie  leaders  of  each  party 
entertained  their  friends  with  unbounded  hos- 
pitality, and  each  had  its  own  place  of  refi-esli- 
ment  for  general  resoi't.'  But  he  adds:— 'The 
Democrats  not  unreasonably  expected  success  as 
they  had  the  influence  of  the  Peirce  family.' 
Youn.g  ducks  do  not  take  to  the  water  more 
naturally  than  the  Peirce  family  throughout  the 
country  to  democratic  principles.  Indomitable 
perseverencc  is  also  a  trait  that  marks  their  char- 
acter in  every  department  of  life,  and  has  general- 
ly crowned  their  efforts  with  ultimate  success, 
though  attained  after  repeated  and  sometimes  very 
mortifying  failures." 

COLLEGE  GRADUATES  OF  THE  NAilE  OF 
PEIRCE. 
The  following  table  showing  the  number  of  col- 
lege graduates  of  the  name  of  Peirce  down   to 
about  1880,   was  compiled   by   Frederick   Clifton 
Peirce,   and  appears   in   his  work      ;   the  Peirce 
Genealogy,  published  about  1884.     Ot  course  the 
list  would  now  have  to  be  greatly  extended. 
Of  Harvard,  34 

"  Yale,  16 

"  Dartmouth,  14 

"  Williams,  o 

"  Ambers.,  9 

"  Phillips  Exeter  Academy,    12 


EMIGRATION  TO  AMERICA. 
FIRST  GENERATION. 

JOHN  PERS  (158S-1GG1).  of  Norwich,  Norfolk 
county.  England,  weaver,  v,as  born  in  1588  and 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  the  year  lGo7,  br inur- 
ing with  him  his  wife  (maiden  name  unknown), 
and  four  children.  He  came  to  New  England  in 
either  the  "John  and  Dorcthey"  of  Norwich,  or 
the  "Rose"  of  Yarmoutli.  Mr.  William  Andrews, 
Sen.,  was  master  of  the  former  and  his  son  of  the 
latter  vessel.  Among  the  gleanings  of  Judge  Sav- 
age for  New  England  history  (Misc.  Ifist.  Coll.) 
is  the  following  extract  frnm  a  register  of  cer- 
tain emigi-ants  to  Now  England,  preserved  in  the 
English  Exchequer : 

"April  the  8fh.  1<;37. 

The  examination  of  Jolm  Pers  of  Nrwch  in 
NofF,  [Norwich  in  Norfolk]  weaver,  aged  49 
yeares,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  aged  3G  yeare.s  with 
4  children  John  Barbre  Elizabeth  and  Judith  and 
one  sarvant  John  Gidney  aged  19  yeares  are  de- 
sirous to  passe  to  Boston  in  New  England  to  in- 
habitt." 

John  Pel's  had  eight  children,  so  that  some  of 
them,  probably  the  four  elder  children  Anthony, 
Esther,  Mary  and  Robert,  must  have  emigrated 
to  this  country  before  tli(>ir  parents  (and  are  bo- 
iievccl  to  ha\e  ai-ri\ed  in  New  England  at  some 
time  pi-ior  to  IG-'M),  tlie  four  named  in  the  register 
being  the  younger  childien  of  the  family.  Eliza- 
beth, t!ie  wife  of  John  Pers,  was  doubtless  ten 
years  or  more  older  than  represented,  as  she  is 
■aid  in  the  county  recoi-ds  to  have  been  "aged 
about  79"  at  the  time  of  her  death  in  1667.  And 
it  is  well  known  that  the  ages  of  persons  leav- 


ing  England  were  not  always  correctly  given  to 
the  English  officers  making  these  recoi'ds. 

John  Pers  settled  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  a  small 
town  near  Boston  and  Cambridge,  where  his  son 
Anthony  was  probably  then  living  and  where  some 
of  John's  oth.er  children  may  also  have  been  liv- 
ing. He — John  Pers— was  admitted  freeman  in 
1638  and  was  grantee  of  one  lot  in  Watertown, 
and  v.-as  purchaser  of  three  lots  before  1644.  In 
Marvin's  "History  of  Lancaster,  Massachusetts," 
it  is  stated  that  John  Pcirce  of  Watertov.-n,  free- 
man in  1838  and  a  man  of  "very  good  estate"  was 
one  of  tlie  propiietors  of  that  town,  but  he  prob- 
ably never  lived  in  Lancaster.  He  died  August 
19,"  1661.  The  date  of  the  birth  of  his  wife  is  un- 
certain, as  has  been  stated.  She  died  ]March  12, 
1667. 

Will  of  John  Pers. 

"In  the  name  of  God  amen  the  fourth  (  ?)  day  of 
the  i  mo  Anno  Dom  1667-8  I  John  Perse  of  Waler- 
towne  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  weaver,  being 
through  the  [Lord's]  mercy  in  good  health,  sound 
mind,  and  of  good  understanding,  do  make  and  or- 
daine  this  my  last  will  and  testamt.  My  poore 
imortall  soule  I  do  desire  freely  and  humbly  to 
leave  it  in  the  everlasting  Amies  of  the  mercies 
(?)  of  God  the  father  in  Christ  Jesus,  my  body  I 
comitt  to  the  earth  to  be  decently  buried  at  the 
discretion  of  my  executrix, —  And  as  for  my  out- 
ward estate  wch  the  Lord  hath  been  pleased  of 
his  goodness  to  ble.sse  me  with  all,  and  for  a  short 
time  to  make  me  Ste\vard  of,  my  will  is  (my 
funerall  expenses  and  all  otiier  my  just  debts  be- 
ing first  payd  and  fully  sattisficd)  my  loving  wife 
Elizabeth  Perse  shall  freely  have  and  enjoy  the 
same,  i.  e.  my  dwelling  house,  outhouses,  and  all 
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my  lands,  cattle,  corne,  and  all  other  my  goods 
and  chattels,  debts  and  dues  of  what  nr  and  kind 
soever,  out  of  \\'ch.  my  will  is  that  shee  the  said 
Elizabeth  with  in  one  yeare  next  coming  after  my 
decease  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  payd  unto  my 
Eldest  Sonne  Anthony  Perse  Twenty  shillings,  and 
to  the  rest  of  my  children  ten  shillings  a  peece,  to 
be  paid  in  country  pay.  And  I  do  hereby  nominate 
and  appoynt  the  abovesaid  Elizaljeth  sole  executrix 
of  this  my  last  will  and  Testamt.  In  witness 
whereof,  I  the  said  John  Varsv  have  here  r.i:io 
put  my  hand  and  seale  the  day  and  yeare  first 
above  written. 

In  presence  of  John  Pers  (L.  S.) 

Edward  Tynge 

Peter  JefT." 

TJie  will  was  proved  Oct.  1,  1661.  The  inventory 
of  the  estate  amounted  to  about  £271 — 7- — 0,  as 
follows : 

"Various  wearing  apparel  5 — 10 — 00 

A  homestead  of  dwelling  house  2 
barns  and  other  outhousing  and 
12  acres  of  land,  90—00—00 

Nine  acres  of  meadow  in  Chesters 
meadow  at  JMr.  Samuels  farm  2 —     — 00 

a  peece  of  meadow  near  I\Ir.  Samuels 
farm  2 —     — 00 

24  acres  of  upland  near  west  mead- 
ow 12—00—00 
a     peece     of     meadow     near     west 
meadow  ] — 00 — 00 
H    acres    of    plowland    in    tlie    lille 
plaine                                                               2—00—00 


Real  Eslale  abl   Hi)- 
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62—14—00 


4—00- 

-00 

4—00- 

-00 

38—00- 

-00 

27—08- 

-00 

7—05- 

-00 

Piopcrty  in  the  house  (given  in  de- 
tail) 

English  graine  in  the  barne 

hay  in  the  barne  and  in  stacks 

two    oxen    12    lb    5    cows    10    lb    2 

heifers  4  lb  1  mare  12  11) 

other  farming  property 

Debts    (due   from   Joseph   Bennnis, 

Richard  Gale,  Samuel  Garfield 

£271—  7—00"  j 

As  has  been  indicated  before  in  this  work,  the  j 

writer  thinks  it  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  so  lit-  } 

tie  can  be  revealed  in  the  pages  of  this  book  con-  ', 

cerning  John  Pcrs  and  many  of  his  descendants  j 

whose  names  appear  hereinafter.    Who  these  men  j 

and  women  were,  where  they   lived,  what  their  j 

occupations    wo'e,    what    positions    they    filled,  'j 

what  manner  of  men  and  women  they  were,  how  j 

they  were  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and  what 
they  contribnred   as  their  share  of  the  work  of  | 

their  day  autl  gcno'alion,  would  be  of  the  great-  | 

est  interest — at  leasi,  to  the  writer — could  these  j 

things  be  revealed.     It  is  hardly  conceivable  that,  ! 

with  their  "Peirce  proclivities."  they  were  mere  i 

ciphers   in    the   body    i-.olilic    and   that   none   at-  i 

tained   any   prominence    in   any   way.      And   the  i 

writer  fervently   hopes   that    in    Ihe   not   distant  j 

future  some  one  will  be  able  to  rescue  from 
oblivioTi  the  facts  now  hidden  concerning  these 
peo;ile  and  will  give  these  facts  to  the  world. 

SECOND  GENERATION. 
The  children  of  John   Pers  and  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  were: 

1.     ANTHONY,  born   in  England  in   1G09,  died 
3J 


May   9,   1678,   married   Sarah— and  Ann—. 

2.  Esther,  b.  in  England,  m.  Joseph  Morse,  Jr. 
and  had  eight  children,  Joseph,  John, 
Jonathan,  d.  1643,  Jonathan  (b.  1643) 
Esther,  Sarah,  Jeremiah  and  Isaac.  Josepli 
Jlorse,  Jr.,  came  on  the  "Elizabeth"  in  1634. 
He  died  in  1691. 

3.  Marv,  b.  in  England,  m.  Clement  Coldham 
and'd.  Jan.  26,  1704.  She  had  thiee  chil- 
dren. 

4.  Robert,  b.  in  England  about  1620;  d.  Sept. 
10,  1706;  m.  Mary  Knight.  He  had  eight 
or  more  children. 

5.  John,  b.  in  England,  m.  Elizabeth — .  lie 
had  five  or  more  children  and  removed  to 
Connecticut. 

6.  Barbre  (Barbara?)  b.  in  England  (may 
have  died  on  the  passage  over  as  nothing 
more  is  kno^vn  of  her). 

7.  Elizabeth,  b.  in  England,  m.  John  Ball,  Jr. 
in  1643.  She  had  tive  childi'en,  John,  jMary, 
Esther,  Sarah  and  Abigail.  Elizabeth  Ball 
became  insane  and  aied  before  October  1665, 
for  in  that  month  John  Bali  married  again. 
He  was  killed  by  Indians  at  Lancaster, 
Sept.  10,  1675. 

8.  Judith,  b.  in  England,  m.  Francis  Wynian, 
Jan.  30,  1644  and  d.  before  Oct.  2,  1650,  for 
he  then  married  again. 

ANTHONY  PERSE,  born  in  England  in  1609, 
married  in  England,  for  his  first  wife,  Mary — 
and  came  to  America  previous  to  his  father.  He 
settled  in  Watertown  and  owned  land  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  town  near  the  Cambridge  line.  His 
homestead  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  from 
Cambridge,  immediately  west  of  the  homestall  ot 
John  Stower.s.     He  was  also  the  owner  of  othei- 


lands  in  Watcrtcuvn.     lie  was  admitted  freeman  ■ 

Sept.  3,  1G?)4.     His  first  wife  died  in  ]G33  and  in  i 

the  same  year  he  married  Ann — (maiden  name  ! 

nnknoAvn)   in  Watertown.     Ann  Perse  died  Jan.  | 

20,   1682.     Anthony   Perse  was  the  ancestor   of  ; 

nearly  all   the   families   afterwards   l^earing   the  \ 

name  of  Pcirce  in  Watertown,  Waltliam,  We.^on,  '• 
Lincoln,  Lexington  and  Concord.     Pie  died  ]\Iav 

9,  167S.     His  will  was  dated  Sept.  G,  3G71,  and  \ 

his  estate  was  inventoried  at  £303 — 11 — 1.  ! 

THIRD  GENERATION.  ■ 

The  child)-en  of  Anthony  Perse  and  Ann,  his 
wife,  were  : 

1.  John  Peirce,  (eldest  son)  b.  Dec.  28,  1G33,  ' 
d.  Oct.7,  1682 ;  m.  Ruth  Bishop.  ; 

2.  Mary,  b.  1636.  d.  Feb.  18,  1706;  m.  Ralph 
Read.  A  memorable  J'atal  accident  happened 
to  William,  eldest  son  of  Ralph  and  I\Iary 
Read,  which  is  stated  in  the  record  of  deaths 

of  the  town  of  Woburn,  as  follows:     "Wil-  '; 

liam   Read  dyed   by   a  shott  November  ye  • 

7th  1688;  his  Brother  Timotliy  at  unawares  i 

in  the  V.'oods  Shott  him  in  Stead  of  a  Dear."  I 

4.  Jacob  or  Jarcd,  b.  Sept.  15,  1637 ;  d.  i 

5.  Daniel,  b.  Jan.  1,  1639.  d.  Apr.  1723,  m.  j 
Elizabeth — Daniel  was  the  ancestor  of  the  \ 
sons  of  Judge  Hoar  of  Concord.  Mass.  j 

6.  Martha,  b.  Apr.  2-1,  1641 ;  d.  ! 

7.  JOSEPHPEIRCE.b.  about  1617;  d.         m.  j 
Mariha— m.  June  15.  1696,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Kendal!  Winship.  j 

8.  Benjamin.  1).  ] Gin,  d.       m.  Hannah  Brooks.  ! 
9.     Judith,   b.  July   IS,    1650,  d.   Juno  20,    1723.  ' 

m.  John  Sawin.    She  had  no  children.  j 

JOSEPH   PEIRCE,  son  of  Anthony  and  Ann  ■ 

Perse,  birth  not  recorded— probably  about  16  17—  i 


was  born  and  died  at  Watertowii.  He  married 
I\Iarlha,  her  maiden  name  and  the  date  of  the 
marriage  unknown.  He  also  married  June  15, 
1698,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Francis  Kendall  of 
Woburn,  and  widow  of  Ephraim  Winship  of  Cam- 
bridge. The  date  of  his  death  is  unknown  as 
there  seems  to  have  been  no  record  of  it,  but  it 
was  probably  in  the  year  1713.  December  22,  1713. 
Elizabeth  Peirce,  of  Watertown,  the  widow  and 
Jacob  Peirce  of  Woburn,  a  son  of  Joseph  Peirce, 
late  of  Watertown,  deceased,  were  appointed  to  ad- 
minister his  estate.  The  estate  of  Joseph  Peirce 
inventoried  £316 — 10 — 0.  There  seems  to  be  no 
record  showing  anything  of  importance  or  value 
concerning  his  history.  ^  ^1^1  R'y 

FOURTH  GENERATION. 
The  children  of  Joseph  and  I^Jartha  Peirce  were : 

1.  JOSEPH  PEIRCE,  b.  Oct.  2,  1669,  d.  Mar. 
12,  1753;  m.  May  20,  1689,  Ruth  Holland; 
m.  Dec.  21,  1G93,  Hannah  Munroe;  m.  Au,t. 
12,  1736,  Mrs.  Sethiah  Child. 

2.  Fralncis  Peirce,  b.  July  27,  1671;  d.  Apr. 
22,  1728.  711.  Dec.  17,  1697,  Hannah  John- 
son.    He  had  nine  or  more  children. 

3.  John  Peirce,  b.  May  27,  1673,  d.  174  1. 
m.  Nov.  5,  1692,  Elizabeth  Smith.  He  liad 
seven  or  more  children. 

4.  Mary  Peirce,  b.  Nov.  26.  1674,  d. 

5.  Benjamin  Peirce,  b.  March  25,  1677,  d. 

m.  Sept.  7,  1705,  Mrs.  Ellis.    She  had  two  or 
more  children. 

m.  May  30,  1714,  Mrs.  Hannah  Ash.     She 
had  five  or  more  children. 

6.  Jacob  Peirce,  b.  Dec.  25,  1678,  d.  Dec.  8, 
1740.  m.  Nov.  16,  1703,  Hannah  Lewis. 
She  had  two  or  more  children. 
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7.  Martha  Feme.  b.  Doc.  24,  1681,  d. 

m.  May  17,   1705.  William  Whitney.     She 
liacl  five  or  moi"c  children. 

8.  Stephen  Peirce,  b.  Oct.         1G83,  d. 

)n.  Sept.  16.  1708.  Abigail  Bemi.s.     He  had 
eight  children. 

9.  Israel  Peirce.  b.  Oct.  7.  168.-i,  d. 

m.  Jan.  14,  1718,  Sarah  Holland.    Probably 

had  no  children. 
10.     Elizabeth  Peirce.  b.  Sept.  9,  1689,  d. 

m.  Oct.  15.  1706,  Joseph  Eemis.     She  had 

nine  or  more  children. 
JOSEPH  PEIRCE,  (1669-175.3),  son  of  Joseph 
Peirce,  (1647-1713) ,  and  Martha,  his  wife,  was 
boi-n  Octobei-  2,  1669.  at  Watertown  and  died 
March  12.  1753.  at  ^^■altham  (Waltham  being  a 
part  of  the  older  t()\Mi  of  Watertown).  His  history 
seems  to  have  been  a  blank  so  far  as  anything 
aside  from  the  record  of  his  birth,  his  death,  his 
marriages  and  the  birth  of  his  cliildren  is  con- 
cerned. He  married  at  Watertown,  May  20,  1689, 
Ruth  Holland,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Holland  and 
Sarah  Hosier.  He  was  again  married  Dec.  21, 
1692.  to  Hannah  I\Iunr(ie,  who  became  the  mother 
of  all  his  cliiklron.  He  also  married  August  12, 
1736.  I\lrs.  Bethiah  Remis  Child,  sister  of  John 
Bemis  of  Watertown.  He  died  March  12,  1753. 
The  writer  has  no  facts  relating  to  his  estate. 

FIFTH   liEXERATJON. 

'i>h  Peirce  (1069-1753),  and 
wife,  were  as  follows: 
b.  Feb.  5.  1694,  d.  Feb.  12, 
d  (i\Iaideii  name  un- 

ad  three  or  more  children. 
I'.  Feb.  2.  1696,  d.  Dec.  22, 
di  (Maiden  name  un- 


Th 

^  childi-en 

of  ,1m.> 

Hani 

ah  :\lunn 

e.   his 

1. 

Jo.^eph  1 

eirce. 

1737.  ni. 

A  big; 

known ) . 

Ib- 

2. 

Ceorge  1 

eirce. 

1750.  m. 

llanii 

known ) .    He  had  eight  children. 

3.  John  Peirce,  b.  Mar.  11,  1698,  d. 

m.  Rachel  (Maiden  name  unknown). 

He  had  three  or  more  children. 

4.  Martha  Peirce,  b.  June  2,  1702,  d. 

5.  Mary  Peirce,  b.  Mar.  28,  1705,  d. 

m.  June  24,  1725,  Thomas  Fiske.     She  had 
eleven  children. 

6.  William  Peirce,  b.  July  10,  1707,  d. 

m.    1728,    Abigail  (Maiden    name    un- 

known).   She  had  eleven  children. 
m.  (after  1750)  Mary  (Maiden  name 

unknown).     No  record  as  to  her  children. 

7.  Pailh  Peirce.  b.  April  8,  1710,  d. 

8.  DAVID  PEIRCE,  b.  April  IG,  1713,  d. 
m.  May  29,  1734,  Sarah  Piper. 

DAVID  PEIRCE,  son  of  Joseph  Peirce  and 
Hannah  Munroe  Peirce,  his  wife,  was  born  April 
16,  1713.  Concerning  him  the  writer  has  very 
meager  information.  Little  is  said  of  him  in  the 
"Peirce  Genealogy,"  and  that  little  relates  chiefly 
to  his  will.  He  was  the  younge.st  child  of  Joseph 
and  Hannah  and  was  boi-n  either  at  Vv'atertown 
or  at  Waltliam,  probably  the  latter.  He  mai-- 
ried  at  Concord,  Mass.,  May  29,  1734,  Sarah 
Piper,  the  names  of  whose  parents  are  unknown. 
He  must  have  lived  at  Concord  for  a  number  of 
years,  as  the  record  of  the  birth  of  his  children, 
Jonathan.  Sarah  and  David,  is  found  in  the  rec- 
ords of  that  town  and  the  record  of  the  baptism 
of  Ephraim  is  found  in  the  i-ecords  of  a  Con- 
cord church.  He — David  Peirce — api)ears  to  have 
been  living  at  Leominster,  Mass.,  at  the  time  of 
his  death  as  his  will  of  June  26,  1759,  was 
executed  at  that  i)lace.  It  is  stated  in  the  "Peirce 
(Genealogy,"  that  only  his  wife  Sarah  is  men- 
tioned in  this  will.     There  is  no  certainty  as  to 


the  number  and  names  of  his  chiklrGn,  nor  has 

the  writer  any  record  of  his  death.     His  estate  1 

was  inventoried  at  £22?, — 8 — lU.  j 

SIXTH  GENERATION.  j 

The  children  of  David  Peirce  and  Sarah  Piper         ! 

Peirce   (so  far  as  knov.-n)   were:  | 

1.  Jonathan  Peirce,  b.  Apr.  28.  1735,  d. 

2.  Sarah  Peirce,  b.  Apr.  6,  17o8,  d. 

3.  David  Peirce,  b.  Julv  1,  1739,  d. 

4.  Peirce,  b.  d. 

5.  Peirce.  b.  d.  ! 

6.  EPHRABI   PEIRCE,   b.   March   15,   174G. 
baptized.  Apr.  27.  1746,  d.  Sept.  24.  1834.  I 
m.             Mary                  (Maiden  name   un-  { 
knov,]i).  j 
m.  ■                           ,  1801.  Nal-y  Ho\vc.  I 

EPHRAIM  PEIRCE.  son  of  David  Peirce  and  j 

Sarah  Piper  Peirce,  was  born  at  Concord.  Mas- 
sachusetts, March  15,  1746,  and  was  baptized 
April   27,   1746.     It   is   to  be  presvnned  that  he  I 

went  with  his  parents  to  Leominster  at  some 
time  prior  to  the  year  1759.  His  history  dur- 
ing much  of  his  life  is  involved  in  some  obscuri- 
ty, and  the  first  that  is  certainly  known  of  him 
after  his  birth  and  baptism  is  that  he  v.-as  mai-- 
ried  and  living  with  his  wife  ^lary,  at  some  time 
prior  to  17G4,  at  Putney,  V>'indham  county,  Ver- 
mont, (tlien  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
of  New  York)  not  far  from  the  New  Hamp- 
shire line.  When  he  was  married  to  I\Iary,  and 
her  name  before  lier  marriaye,  are  matters  not 
within  tiie  knowledge  of  the  writer.  ^^'hiIe  liv- 
ing at  Putney  there  were  born  to  Ejihraim  and  his 
wife  nine  children,  whose  names  and  the  date  of 
tlie  birth  of  each  will  be  given  hereaftei". 

The  town  of  Putney  was  not  orjamized   until 
3S 


IMay  2,  1770,  and  there  are  no  town  records 
antecedent  to  that  date,  so  that  it  would  be  a 
difficult  matter  to  ascertain  when  Ephraim  Peirce 
began  to  acquire  land  in  that  town.  The  records 
show  the  following  purchases  of  land  by  him  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  the  town  of  Putney : 

1.  June  20,  1770,  William  Pierce  to  Ephraim 
Peirce,  30  acres,  being  part  of  lot  10. 

2.  May  14,  1775,  William  Smith  to  Ephraim 
Peirce,  200  acres,  being  lots  21  and  22. 

3.  December  24,  1781,  Joshua  Hide  (Hyde)? 
to  Ephraim  Peirce,  50  acres,  being  tlie  southerly 
half  of  lot  2  i))  lOtli  range. 

4.  March  2,  i789,  Evans  Potter  to  Ephraim 
Peirce,  50  aci'cs.  part  of  lot  5,  12th  range. 

On  the  fii'st  day  of  April,  1775,  Ephraim  Peirce 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Colonies  in  the 
Palrioi  Army.  He  v^■as  then  twenty-nine  years 
of  age,  hail  a  wife  and  four  \oung  children  and 
was  the  ov.-ner  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  land 
which  must  \m\o  needed  his  attention,  especially 
at  that  season  of  the  \eaj'.  In  all  the  wars  in 
wliich  this  nation  has  oigaged,  the  great  bulk 
of  its  armies  has  been  made  up  of  mere  boys  and 
young,  unmarried  men.  In  the  pressing  need  of 
this  country  during  tlie  Civil  War,  the  average 
age  of  its  soldiers  was  but  slis^htly  in  excess  of 
twenty-one  years.  And  v.-hilc  the  figures  showi;ig 
the  average  age  oi'  tlie  soldiers  in  the  Revolution- 
ary Vv'ar  are  not  available,  it  is  not  unreasonal)le 
to  suppose  thai  it  did  not  differ  greatly  from  the 
average  age  of  t!;e  soldiers  in  the  Civil  War.  In 
vievv-  of  the  circinnsiances  of  the  case  and  t'.ie 
fad  Ihat  he  lived  a  long  liislani-e  from  the  scoi.-' 
of  active  hostilities.  Ephraim  Peirce  might  W'.<!1 
have  reasoneil  that  he  ought  to  be  e-xenijit  from 
serx'ing  in  the  army.     But,  following  the  "Peirce 


proclivities,"  and  inspired  by  a  spirit  of  the  lofti- 
est patriotism,  he  volunteered  as  a  private  soldier 
in  a  company  commanded  by  Captain  Abijah 
Mores,  went  with  his  company  to  tlie  seat  of  war 
and  participated  in  the  siege  of  Boston  for  se\'cral 
months.  He  was  not  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  on  account  of  his  being  on  detached 
duty  at  the  time.  He  was  afterwards  commis- 
sioned as  Ensign,  served  as  such  in  the  army  for 
various  periods  during  the  war,  and  took  part  iri 
the  battle  of  Bennington.  But  perhaps  it  would 
be  better  to  insert  here  the  record  of  his  military 
service  as  given  by  himself  in  an  affidavit  made 
by  him  supporting  his  application  for  a  pension. 

Affidavit. 
"State  of  New  York,) 
Jefferson  County,      )  ss. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  personally 
before  me  John  IMacomber  a  Judge  of  the  Couii 
of  (•ommon  Pleas  in  and  for  the  County  of  Jef- 
ferson in  the  State  of  New  York  EPHRAOI 
PEIRCE  of  the  to\™  of  LeRay  in  the  county 
aforesaid  as  being  unable  from  bodily  infirmity  to 
attend  in  open  court  or  to  be  removed  from  his 
residence  to  the  place  where  the  court  is  held 
who  being  duly  Sworn  according  to  law  doth  on 
his  oath  make  the  following  Declaration  in 
order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  June  7th  18.32,  that  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  United  States  at  several  different  times 
during  the  revolutionary  war  and  served  under 
the  following  named  officers  aiid  as  herein  after 
Set  forth.  That  he  entered  the  army  of  the  United 
States  as  a  volunteer  from  the  State  of  Vermont, 
then  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York  and  as  a 


private  Soldier  oji  the  first  day  of  April  1775  and 
served  the  term  of  three  months  in  a  company 
commanded  by  Captain  Abijah  Jloor  and  Lieut. 
Daniel  Jewett  under  the  command  of  General 
Putnam,  that  he  was  in  the  service  at  the  time 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  a)id  belonged  to 
troops  that  were  in  the  battle,  but  was  at  the 
time  detached  to  guard  ammunition  and  was  not 
him  Self  in  the  Engagement  but  joined  the  troops 
Soon  after  they  retreated  from  the  hill,  the  am- 
munition was  forwarding  in  the  army,  that  dur- 
ing this  term  of  Service  the  greatest  part  of  the 
time  at  Cambridge  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
was  discharged  at  Cambridge  the  first  of  August 
1775.  that  at  the  time  he  volunteered  he  resided 
in  the  town  of  Putney  in  the  State  of  ^'ermont  and 
returned  home  after  lieing  discharged. 

And  the  said  Ephraim  Pierce  further  declares 
that  on  the  fifth  of  April  1776  he  received  a  com- 
mission from  the  provincial  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  New  York  which  is  hereto  annexed — 
that  on  the  first  of  May  1776  (as  near  as  tlie 
said  Pierce  can  recollect)  he  tui-ned  out  in  pui-- 
suance  of  a  requisition  of  the  militia  in  tlie  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belonged  and  Served  as  Ensign 
for  the  term  of  six  months  in  a  company  com- 
manded by  Captain  Jabes  Perry,  in  the  first  Ver- 
mont Regiment  commanded  by  Col.  Robertson 
that  he  served  the  whole  of  the  time  in  the  North- 
ern army,  was  Stationed  the  greatest  part  of 
the  time  at  Paulet  in  Vermont  that  he  was  dis- 
charged tlie  fir.st  of  November  1776  at  Manchester 
in  the  now  State  of  Vermont  that  he  had  no 
written  dL-^charge,  at  the  time  he  turned  out  he 
resided  in  the  town  of  Putney  aforesaid,  that 
after  he  was  discharged  he  returned  home  to 
Putney   and   soon   after  engaged   to   Serve   as   a 


Volunteer  for  the  1erni  of  three  months  that  lie 
served  the  said  term  of  three  months  as  Ensign 
in  a  company  commanded  by  Captain  Knights 
and  Lieut.  Daniell  Jewett  on  a  Regiment  Com- 
manded by  Col  William  V.'illiams.  he  joined  the 
A)-my  on  the  twentieth  or  twenty-first  day  of 
Nov.  1776  (according  to  his  best  recollection)  at 
Manchester  aforesaid  the  regiment  was  Stationed 
at  Manchester  tiie  whole  term,  that  they  built 
Barracks  in  I\Ia)ichester  they  were  engaged  in 
scouting  and  the  lines  v.as  discharged  at  Man- 
chestej-  the  tv\-eniieth  of  Feby  1777  as  near  as  he 
can  recollect  but  had  r:or  written  discharge  and 
retL'.rncd  home  to  jjutiivy  aforesaid. 

And  that  Ei)hraini  Pierce  further  declares  that 
immediately  ai'ter  Lis  discharge  and  return  home 
on  or  about  ilic  t'v'.\n;;.-iirth  day  of  February 
1777  he  again  voliiiUeLr'.  d  ir.  the  Service  of  the 
United  Stales  and  S^rvvd  -iie  term  of  six  months 
as  Ensign  in  a  c-.iuri-any  i;)nunanded  by  Captain 
Leonard  Spaulding  ar,d  IJoutenant  Daniel  Jewett 
v,-as  engaged  .-onr,>  tiiiie  in  SciUiting  on  the  lines 
and  was  then  at;;! -bed  ',n  a  regiment  Commanded 
by  Col.  Slavl.s.  ih;M  Ik-  was  in  the  battle  of 
Eenni!,^;uoi  uud.  r  Siark>  wliich  was  at  a  place 
then  ci'llcv!  F'Hir.i.-.  (or  Lcioms?)  Cove  in  Nevv 
York  th;it  in  ilu'  na'rt  i!ie  Captain  was  badly 
wounded  and  l!-.;i;  the  Lieutenant  was  taken 
prison-.,-  and  ll'al  he  !ku!  t.imniand  of  the  com- 
pany until  it  was  dis.harucd  Soon  after  the  Bat- 
tle he  receiw'.!  v.i-ilb'ii  (0>i.i-s  from  general  Starks 
to  discharge  th  •  runu-any  wiiifh  he  did.  that 
he  continued  im;:]  ihc  l.i-i  of  August  thinks  about 
the  2T;l;  nr  l^Slii  i-  all.  r,.!  ;,.  tli,.  Sale  and  division 
of  the  i>n)i>erly  taken  ir.Mn  llu-  enemy  that  be- 
fore lie  li'l't  lleiniiiigl.in  i;e  received  oral  orders  to 


enlist  volunteers  to  join  the  northern  Army  under 
General  Gates. 

And  the  said  Ephraim  pierce  further  declares 
that  he  returned  from  Bennington  to  putney 
aforesaid  and  immetiately  joined  a  company  of 
volunteers  and  Served  as  Ensign  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Vermont 
troops  for  the  term  of  six  months  in  a  company 
commanded  by  Captain  Fletcher  and  Lieutenant 
Holbrook  that  the  company  Marched  to  join  tlie 
army  the  first  of  September  1777  and  soon  after 
joined  the  army  under  General  Gates  at  Sarato^'-a 
"in  the  State  of  Nev  York  that  at  the  time  of  tiie 
Battle  of  Saratoga  he  Avas  with  a  detachment  of 
troops  at  Stillwater  that  he  arrived  in  the  grouiiJ 
soon  after  Burgoin  had  surrendered  that  he  was 
Stationed  at  Saratoga  and  Stillvater  during  the 
remainder  of  tlie  term  and  was  discharged  Ihe 
first  of  i\Iarch  1778  that  he  nevei"  had  any  writ- 
ten discharge  or  any  documentary  evidence  of  his 
service  except  the  written  order  from  General 
StarlvS  above  mentioned:  That  during  the  war  of 
the  revolution  he  served  in  tlie  army  of  the  Uiiited 
States  one  year  and  nine  months  as  Ensign  and 
three  months  as  a  private  soldier. 

And  that  the  said  EPHRAIM  TIERCE  fuilher 
declares  that  lie  was  born  in  the  town  of  Con- 
cord in  the  State  of  Massachu.setts  the  15th  day 
of  March  17-16  and  has  in  his  possession  a  writ- 
ten record  of  his  age  and  that  he  is  Eighty  Six 
years  of  age — that  after  the  Revolutionary  "A'a.r 
he  resided  in  the  State  of  ^'ermont  until  the  year 
180G  then  resided  one  year  in  t'ne  State  of  Xe'--' 
Hampshire.  Since  which  time  lie  has  resided  in 
the  State  of  New  York  and  he  hereby  reliniiui-he< 
every  claim  wha.tever  to  a  pension  or  aniuiily  ex- 
ceiit  the  present  and  declares  tliat  his  name  is  nut 


on  the  pension  roll  of  the  Apeiicy  of  any  State. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  the      Ephraim  peirce. 
day  &  year  aforesaid        befo)'e  me 

John  Macomber,  JiuIkc." 

Affidavits. 

"We  Levi  Butterfield  and  Oliver  Pieice  residing 
in  the  Said  town  of  LeRay  hereby  certify  that  we 
are  and  have  been  associated  with  Ephraim  peirce 
who  has  subscribed  the  foregoing  Declaration  for 
forty  years  that  we  have  seen  the  record  of  his 
age  and  believe  him  to  be  Eighty-six  years  old, 
that  he  is  and  ever  has  been  reputed  and  be- 
lieved in  the  neighborhood  where  he  resides  to 
have  been  a  Soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution 
and  Served  as  Stated  and  that  vre  concur  in  that 
opinion. 

Levi  Butterfield 
Oliver   Pierce 
Subscribed  and  sworn  the  da.v  and  year 
aforesaid  before  me,  John  Alacomber,  Judge." 

"I  Shubael  Little  a  clergyman  residing  in  the 
town  of  Lcray  hereby  certify  that  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  Ephraim  pierce  wlio  has  .sub- 
scribed and  Sworn  to  the  above  declaration  that 
I  believe  him  to  be  86  years  of  age:  that  he  is 
respected  and  believed  in  the  neighborhood  where 
he  resides  to  have  been  a  Soldier  of  the  Revolution 
and  that  I  concur  in  that  opinion. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  the  day  &  Shubael  Little. 
year  aforesaid  before  me,  John  \\'acomber,  Judge." 

"I  John  Macomber  the  .said  Judge  doe  hereby 
declare  that  after  a  full  investigation  of  the  mat- 
ter and  after  having  put  the  interrogatories  pre- 
scribed by  the  War  Department  that  the  above 
named  applicant  in  my  oi)inion  was  a  revolution- 
ary Soldier  and  served  as  he  States  and  I  the 
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said  Judge  doe  further  certify  that  Shubael  Lit- 
tle who  has  signed  thy  preceding  certificates  is  a 
clergyman  resident  in  the  town  of  LeRay  afore- 
saicfand  that  Levi  Butterfiekl  and  Oliver  Pierce 
who  have  also  signed  the  Same  are  residents  in 
the  Same  town  and  are  creditable  persons  and  that 
all  of  their  statemcius  arc  entitled  to  credit. 

John  ]Macoml)er,  Judge." 

The  commission   issued  to  Ephraim  Peirce  as 
Ensign  ]eads  as  follows: 

"In  PKO\'L\CL-\L  CONGKESS  for  the  Colony  of 
New  York,  the  Twentieth  Day  of  February-ITTG. 
To  Ephraim  Pierce,  Gentleman — Greeting: 
By  virtue  of  the  authority  reposed  in  us.  We  do 
hereby  nominate,  authorize,  constitute  and  ap- 
point you  the  said  Ephraim  Pierce,  Ensign  of  the 
First  Regiment  of  Militia  of  Foot  in  the  County 
of  Cumberland  Whereof  Abijah  Mores,  Esci.  is 
Captain,  hereljy  requiring  you,  before  you  enter 
into  the  exercise  of  your  said  office,  to  make  in 
writing,  and  subscribe  in  jn'esence  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  City,  Town,  Dis- 
trict, or  Precinct  wherein  you  reside,  the  Declara- 
tion appointed  and  directed  by  the  eleventh  Sec- 
tion of  the  seventh  Resolve  contained  in  the  rules 
and  orders  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  the  Colony 
of  New  York,  recommended  by  this  Congress  on 
the  22nd  day  of  August,  1775,  and  authorizing 
you  fully  to  execute  all  the  powers  belonging  to 
your  office,  by  virtue  of  the  said  rules  and  orders, 
and  the  said  declaration  :  And  we  do  hereby  re- 
quire all  persons  under  your  command,  to  pay  due 
obedience  to  you,  according  to  said  rules  and 
orders,  and  such  further  rules  and  orders  as  shall 
be  mad(>  and  i-ecommended  for  the  Militia  of  this 
Colony.  b>'  the  present,  or  any  future  Continental 


Congress,  or  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 
Attest,  By   Order.      Nath'l   Woodhull 

Presid't. 

Rob't  Benson,  Sec'y." 

On  the  back  of  said  commission  appears  tlie 
following: 

"I  the  Subscriber,  being  one  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Battalion  or  Regiment  in  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland and  Colony  of  New  York,  do  hei'eby 
promise  and  Engage  under  all  the  ties  of  Re- 
ligion, honour,  and  Regard  to  our  Country  that  I 
will  Respectively,  Duly  ob.serve  and  Carry  into 
Execution  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power  all  and 
every  the  orders,  Rules,  and  Recommendations 
Maid  or  to  be  I\Iaid  by  the  Continental  Congress 
and  the  Congress  or  Convention  of  this  Colony, 
that  I  will  also  give  in  my  Respective  Rank  due 
Obedience  to  the  Regulations  by  them  Established, 
for  the  forming  of  the  Militia  in  this  Colony,  as 
also  Due  Obedience  to  such  Officers  who  either 
by  Rank  or  Superiority  are  placed  above  me,  in 
such  order  as  is  Directed  by  the  said  Continental 
or  provincial  Congress. 

Putney  April  5:  1776.  Ephraim  Peirce. 

The  above  named  Ephraim  Peirce  Was  Chosen 
and  Signed  in  the  Presence  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety.     Signed  by  order 

James  Clay  Chairman." 

The  reccnxl  of  the  commission  to  Ephraim 
Peirce  is  found  in  the  Vermont  Revolutionary 
Records,  page  8o2.  The  original  conmiission  is  on 
file  in  the  Pension  Bureau  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

According  to  the  affidavit  of  Ephraim  Peirce 
hereinbefore  set  forth  he  continued  to  reside  at 
Putney  until  sume  time  in  the  year  ISOG.  Feb- 
ruary -1,  1801,  :\Iary  Peirce,  the  wife  of  Ei>hraim, 


died  and  Ephi-aim  Peirce,  having  previously  con- 
veyed all  the  land  described  as  owned  by  him,  ex- 
cept the  fifty  acres  purchased  by  him  from  Evans 
Potter,  conveyed  the  last  named  tract  to  Naby 
Iiov>'e  December  22,  1801.  The  conveyance  was 
for  an  expressed  consideration  of  fifty  dollars, 
but  as  this  piece  of  land  had  a  house  and  barn 
standing  thereon  and  was  evidently  the  home- 
stead (or  "homestall")  of  Ephraim  Peirce  and 
occui^ied  by  him  as  such,  and  as  he  was  subse- 
quently married  to  Naby  Howe,  the  conveyance 
to  her  was  manifestly  in  consideration  of  he)'  mar- 
riage to  him.  December  31,  1803,  Ephraim 
Peirce  and  his  wife,  Naby  Peirce,  conveyed  said 
fifty  acres  to  Peter  Hubbard  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  for 
an  expressed  consideration  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

While  Ephraim  Peirce  resided  at  Putney  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  citizen  of  some  prominence 
in  that  community  though  perhaps  not  one  who 
would  be  termed  one  of  the  "leading"  citizens  of 
that  town.  The  records  of  the  to\\-n  meetings 
show  that  lie  was  one  of  several  petit  jurors 
selected  by  the  town  to  serve  in  the  cor.nty  court 
for  several  years  prior  to  1799.  In  1799  he  was 
chosen  as  one  of  a  committee  of  fifteen  to  build  a 
meeting  house  in  the  town.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  there  ai'e  in  existence  so  few  local  histo.'-ies 
which  were  written  in  tliis  country  in  tliat  day — 
or  in  any  other  day — from  \\hich  something  mi'.'ht 
be  gathered  in  regard  to  the  individuals  living  in 
any  locality. 

The  records  of  the  T)-casury  Deiiarlmenl  at 
Washington  show  that  Ephraim  Peirce  "resided  in 
LeKay,  Jefferson  Co..  N.  Y..  for  five  year.-<,  and 
previous  thereto  he  resided  in  IMarcellus.  N.  "i'." 
As  will  ap])ear  in  a  later  part  of  this  woi-k.  .Sanuiel 


Peirco,  a  son  of  Eiiliraim,  probably  removed  to 
Marcellus  before  the  year  1807.  It  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  Ephraim  Peirce  may  have  joined 
Samuel  at  iNIarccllus  soon  after  the  year  last  men- 
tioned, bat  this  conjecture  is  not  based  on  any 
data  within  the  knov/ledge  of  the  writer.  It  is 
certain  that  he  took  up  lii.-;  residence  at  LeRay  be- 
fore 18o2  and  it  is  probable  that  he  removed  to 
that  i)lace  from  Marcellus  at  about  the  time  in- 
dicated by  the  records  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, viz:  iii  the  year  ]829. 

In  1832  Epliraim  Peirce  applied  for  a  pension, 
as  has  been  shown  by  his  application  appearing  on 
a  preceding-  page.  It  would  seem  that  an  ex- 
planation v/as  called  for  by  the  Secretary  of  ^Var, 
which  was  furnished  by  the  applicant  as  follows: 

"State  of  New  "i'ork 

Jefferson     Ss. 

Ephraim  Pierce  lieinjj  duly  sworn  befoi'e  J. 
Macomber  a  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  the 
County  of  Jefferson  deposes  and  Says  that  he  has 
lately  made  a  declaration  for  the  purpose  of  Ob- 
taining a  pension  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
of  Congress  in  July  1832.  Which  declaration  has 
been  Sent  to  the  Secretary  of  W'av  &  by  him  ob- 
jected to  &  he  calls  for  an  explanation  which  will 
be  Satisfactory  how  he  Should  have  Served  in  dif- 
ferent comjianies  as  Ensign  in  answer  to  the 
afore  Said  iiKpiiry  the  Said  Ephraim  pierce  on  his 
oath  declares.  That  after  having  received  a  com- 
mission as  Ensign  he  always  held  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  Serve  his  Country  as  Such  officer  and  was 
never  called  on  or  recjuested  to  Serve  as  a  privet. 
The  comiiaiiy  to  \\'hich  he  belonged  Was  always 
made  uj)  (Uit  of  more  than  one  town.  Where  a 
requisition  was  made  to  two  &  some  times  three 
towns    to    make    oul    a  Company    of    officers    or 


pi-ivcts  The  Soldiers  Volunteers  or  [those  who] 
were  drafted  met  together  with  the  officers  agreed 
among  them  ^Vho  should  go  into  the  Service. 

Subscribed  and  Sworn  Ephraim  Peirce. 

before  me  this  13th  day  of 
Feby.  1833. 

J.  Macomber,  Judge  before  whom  the 
said  pierce  made  his  declai'ation."' 
Later  Ephraim  Peirce  addressed  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  the  following  letter. 
Letter. 
"Le  Ray,  Jefferson  County,  Nov.  25.  1833. 
The  Hon.  Lewis  Cass  Secretary  of  War 
Dear  Sir: 
It  is  a  long  time  Since  I  had  my  papers  made 
out  and  Sent  to  your  office  for  my  Pension  ac- 
cording to  an  Act  of  Congress  and  my  Attorney 
can  git  no  answer  respecting  it.     I  have  thought 
proper  to  address  you  by  privert  letter  to  know  if 
there  is  any  prospect  of  gifting  it.    I  liave  serxed 
my  country  faithfully  a  great  many  years  ago 
for  \\hich  Congress  has  made  provisions  to  pay  all 
Soldiers  and  now  I  am  old  and  poor  and  stand  in 
need  of  all  that  is  my  due  I  wish  Sir  that  you 
would  examine  my  papers  and  give  a  decision  and 
let   me  or  my  attorney   know   whether   I   ani  to 
receive  any  pay  or  not. 

Yours  with  due  respect 

Ephraim  peirce." 
The  pension  claim  of  Ejihraim  Peirce  was  duly 
allowed  at  the  sum  of  one  hundred   and  thirty 
dollars  per  annum,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing memorandum  taken  from  the  files  in  the  Pen- 
sion Bureau  al  Washington,  D.  C. 
"Invalid. 
Ej)hraim  Pierce. 
Ensign  Rev.  War 
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New  York  24,435 

Ephi-aim  Pierce 

Jefferson  Co.  in  the  State  of  New  York 

who  was  a  Prt  &  Ensipn  in  the  Company  com- 
manded by  Captriin  Perry  in  the  regt  com- 
manded by  Col.  Robertson  in  the  line  for  3  mo. 
Prt. 

12  nio.  Ensign 

Inscribed  on  the  Roll  of  New  York  at  the  rate  of 

130  Dollars     00     Cents  per  annum  to  commence 

on  tlic  4th  day  of  March  1831. 

Certificate  of  Pension  issued  the  20th  day  of 

Dec.  1833  and  sent  to 

■  Arrears  to  the  4th  of  Sept.  1833  $325.00 

Semi-anl  Allowance  ending  4tli  March  '34      65.00 


$390.00 
Revolutionary  Claim 
Act  June  7,  1832 

Recorded  by  \V.  L.  ^^■illiams,  Clerk 

Book      -E       Vol.       4       Page  113." 

The  records  of  the  Treasury  Department  show 
that  Ephraim  Peirce  was  paid  this  pension  to 
September  4.  1834,  twenty  days  before  his  death. 

Of  the  life  of  Ejihraim  Peirce  at  Le  Ray  the 
writer  has  no  knowledge  and  all  his  efforts  to  ob- 
tain by  corresj)ondenco  information  on  that  sub- 
ject from  persons  living  in  that  locality  have,  so 
far,  fnilL>d  to  meet  with  tb.e  least  degree  of  suc- 
cess. In  what  pari  of  the  town  of  Le  Ray 
EphraiTu  Peirce  lived,  with  whom  he  lived  and 
whether  his  wife  Naby  Peirce  was  still  living, 
these  and  mr.ny  other  questions  concerning  his 
later  years  are  still  unanswered  so  far  as  any 
knowletlge  in  the  luissessiuii  of  the  writer  is  con- 
cerned. 

Ephiaim  Peirce  died  at   LeRay  Sejilember  24, 


1834.  The  "Columbian,"  published  at  Skaneateles, 
N  Y  contained  the  following  notice  of  his  death: 
■"In  Lo  Rav,  Jeffeson  Co.  N.  Y.,  Sept.  24,  1834, 
ERhraim  Pierce.  Revolutionary  officer,  in  90th 
year,  father  of  Major  Pierce  of  Skaneateles." 

SEVENTH   GENERATION. 
The    children    of    Ephraim    Peirce    and    ^lary 
Peirce.  his  wife,  were: 

1.     Lucv  Peirce,  b.  Eebruary  1.5,  17G1,  d. 
9      Ezeiviel  Peirce.  b.  January  23,  1769,  d. 

3.  SAMUEL  PEIRCE,   b.   Apr.   10,   1771.   a. 
]\Iay  29,  1850. 

m.  Hannah  Greeley,  about  1792. 

m.  Svlvia  iNIachan 

4.  Molly  Peirce,  b.  Feb.  21,  1773,  d. 

5.  Tirzah  Peirce,  b.  June  17,  1778,  d. 

6.  Mose.s  Peirce,  b.  Oct.  3,  1780,  d. 

7.  Oliver  Peirce.  b.  Nov.  5,  1782,  d. 

8.  Susannah  Peirce,  b.  Oct.  27,  1786,  d. 

9.  Joseph  Peirce.  b.  Apr.  13,  1791.  d. 
SAMUEL    PEIRCE,    son  of   Ephraim   Peirce 

and  Marv  Poirce  was  born  April  10,  1771.  He  was 
prol)ably  born  at  Putney,  Vermont,  as  his  name 
appeals  in  the  register  of  births  in  that  town. 
But  it  is  possible""  that  he  was  born  elsewhere, 
and  before  Ephraim  Peirce  removed  to  Putney. 
as  in  those  early  days  parents  would  sometimes 
deposit  in  the  town  clerk's  office  for  record,  the 
births  of  their  childi-en  which  record  v,as  all  made 
at  one  time.  Of  the  early  life  of  Samuel  and 
where  b.e  lived  during  the  earlier  years  of  his 
manhood,  the  writer  has  no  definite  information 
from  any  source.  In  1790  there  was  a  Sannie! 
Peirce  living-  in  Halifax.  Windham  county.  Ver- 
mont, but  whether  he  was  the  son  of  Ephraim  is 
not   known.      The   first   conveyance   of  record   to 
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Samuel  Peirce  of  land  in  IMarcellus,  N.  Y.,  in  that 
part  of  the  town  which  was  afterwards  the  town 
of  Skaneateles,  was  made  in  1813;  but  as  the 
recollection  of  the  writer  is  that  he  was  told  by 
his  mother,  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
Peirce,  that  her  birthplace  was  Marcellus,  it  is 
probaljle  that  Samuel  Peirce  took  up  his  residence 
in  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  prior  to  1807.  The  fol- 
lowing conveyances  of  record  show  the  purchases 
and  sale  of  land  to  and  by  him  in  that  county : 

Deed  to  Samuel  Peirce  of  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  of  part  of  lot  51  of  IMarcellus,  bounded  on 
the  west  by  Skan.eateles  Lake.  Dated  February 
18,  1813.    Recorded  in  Liber  QP,  page  219. 

Release  by  Ann  Eliza  Sherwood  to  Samuel 
Peirce  of  right  of  dower  in  land  situated  in  Lot 
51  Marcellus.    Recorded  in  Liber  AA,  page  62. 

Deed  by  Se.ssions  and  wife  to  Samuel 

Peirce  of  Marcellus,  of  part  of  Lot  51  IMarcellus, 
dated  September  17,  1821.  Consideration  §700.00. 
Recorded  in  Liber  GG.,  page  1. 

Deed  of  Chester  Parsons  to  Samuel  Peirce  of 
JLarccllus.  of  part  of  Lot  51,  Marcellus.  Dated 
June  24,  1821.  Consideration,  ?166.S8.  Recorded 
in  Liber  GG.,  page  2. 

Deed  of  Samuel  Peirce  and  Hannah,  his  wife,  of 
Marcellus,  to  Judah  Peirce  of  the  .same  residence, 
dated  ilay  10,  1821,  for  a  consideration  of 
$2012.50,  conveying  part  of  Lot  51,  IMarcellus,  on 
the  east  shore  of  Skaneateles  Lake.  This  deed 
was  signed 

"Samuel  Peirce 

her 

Hannah  X   Peirce." 

mark 

The  land  retained  by  Samuel  Peirce  after  the 
conveyance  to  Judah   Peirce  above  noted,   is  lo- 


cated  about  two  miles  south-east  of  the  vilhigje  of 
Skaneateles,  on  a  highway  known  as  the  "Park 
Road,"  running  east  from  what  is  knov/n  as  the 
"East  Lake  Road."  It  has  a  beautiful  situation 
not  far  from  Skaneateles  Lake,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  sheets  of  water  in  that  region  of  fine 
lakes.  The  land  owned  by  ]\Iajor  Peirce  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  rich  agricultural  region  and  the  prem- 
ises owned  by  Samuel  Peirce  to  the  time  of  his 
decease  were  characterized  by  an  intelligent 
farmer  living  in  that  neighborhood,  in  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  writer,  as  "the  cream  of  the  ci'eam 
of  all  the  land  in  Onondaga  county,"  one  of  the 
richest  agricultural  counties  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  To  the  west  of  this  land  and  bordering 
on  the  East  Lake  Road  are  premises  owned  by 
Dyer  Smith  during  part  at  least  of  the  time  when 
Major  Peirce  was  residing  in  Skaneateles  tov/n- 
ship,  the  Dyer  Smith  land  being  later  owned  by 
one  Thome  and  still  later  by  one  Dorland.  The 
tract  next  west  of  the  ]\Li.jo]-  Peirce  property  was 
owned  by  one  Jacob  Van  Saun  and  later  by  George 
Clark.  The  farm,  owned  by  I\Iajor  Peirce  was 
sold  after  the  death  of  his  widow  to  George  Clark 
and  in  1913  was  owned  by  Mrs.  Giles  Hilbourne. 
as  the  writer  is  informed. 

Samuel  Peirce  was  twice  married,  his  first  mar- 
riage being  to  Hannah  Greeley,  but  the  date  and 
place  of  that  marriage  are  to  the  writer  unloiown. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife  Hannah  he  married 
Mrs.  Sylvia  Machan,  a  widow,  who  survived  him 
nearly  twenty  years. 

In  his  personal  appearance  Samuel  Peirce  was 
tall  and  well  propoitionod,  his  frame  large,  sin- 
ewy and  spare  rather  than  lleshy,  his  hair  a 
dark  auburn — almost  b)-own — his  face  large,  fore- 
head high,  eye.-;  light  blue,  a  somewhat  prominent 


nose,  mouth  Inrgc  rather  than  small,  a  bold  chin 
and  a  neck  of  a  litllG  more  than  medium  length 
and  thickness.  He  was  physically  as  well  as 
mentally  a  ti-ue  type  of  his  sturdy  Saxon  an- 
cestors— the  Percys.  A  lady  who  knew  him  in  his 
later  years  whe?)  she  was  quite  a  youn^  girl  re- 
members him  as  "a  nice  looking,  nice  appearing 
man  who  was  much  respected."  In  temper  and 
disi;osition  he  had  the  prominent  family  traits. 
Hot-headed.  impulsi-\e  and  opinionated,  be  was  to 
all  the  world,  incr.;.ii';L^  the  members  of  liis  own 
family,  arrogant,  dii-taiorial  and  often  imreason- 
able,  and  in  his  hrrau  he  was  something  of  a 
tyrant.  But  not\vith<l;i;uling  these  grave  fault's 
he  was  generally  woll  liked  by  his  neighbors  for 


his  man:s-  good  qi 

aliiios.     He  was  kind,  obliging 

a!ul  geni=i'ci'.is  t-.  v 

;';;;:i,.     He  was  also  highly  re- 

spocted   by   all   wl 

0   K  ;rv,-   liim   for  his   sterling, 

inflexible  inteivi.; 

'.  !".;.-■  !'i\o  of  ti'uth,  his  nncom- 

promising  hatr^nl 

of  evil  in  every  form,  and  his 

keen  sense  of  ius: 

ive.  r:-,i!t  and  equity. 

In  poliiics  i\bi.: 

>!•   r<'i!-'.e    (unlike  most  of  the 

Peirces  ^vho  liaw 

l.e,-n  diniKcrais  from  time  im- 

memorial)    wa-;  a 

;a:.k    ;aitisan   whig,   a   warm 

admirer  of  Cln;. . 

Wei'.sier  and   Ilan-ison   and   a 

\igorous  b.iiior  .-!' 

.\iuh\\v  Jackson.     Whether  he 

ever  lield  even  a 

l.H-al  lu.iitioal  office  the  wi'iter 

does  not  know. 

How   .Aia.ior   1\' 

IV,'  .uMiiired   his  military   (ille 

is  not  certainh   ki 

own  1,1  ihe  wriU'r,  but  liowever 

oblair.ed  ilu'  ti::.' 

uas  iii>,  iiaiahie  from  him  for  a 

great  maii\  xwns 

I'efnro  his  death.     Hi.-^  title  was 

lirelixod    In   his   i; 

line   uiu'u   Ik-   was  transferred 

fn.mo-.u'iural  .h, 

i\h  l"  ;innilKM-  in  1810.     He  was 

always  spnlvrn   '■! 

b\    1'.:.-    I'riends  and   neighl)ors 

as  "iviainr   i'r:i.'. 

■  and  his  title  is  carved  on   his 

moiunneiii    in    th< 

cemetei-y    wliere    his    remains 

were  buried.  He  had  a  decided  liking  for  every- 
thing connected  with  the  military  and  it  is  \cry 
probable  that  tlie  title  of  Major  was  confei-rcd 
upon  him  cither  by  reason  of  his  having  held  that 
rank  in  the  State  Militia  or  because  of  his  hav- 
ing been  Major  of  volunteers  in  the  War  of  ISll^. 
It  is  certain  that  in  that  war  he  went  with  a 
body  of  troops  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  to  aid 
in  repelling  a  threatened  attack  by  the  British, 
but  arrived  too  late,  or  for  some  other  reason  did 
not  participate  in  any  engagement. 

Ill  religion  Major  Peirce  was  a  staunch  Metho- 
dist. He  joined  the  local  church  of  that  denomina- 
tion at  Skaneateies,  August  1,  1840,  uniting  by 
letter,  but  from  what  other  local  church  of  the 
same  denomination  is  not  stated  in  the  record. 
He  was  very  devoted  to  the  church  and  careful  in 
the  observance  of  all  bis  religious  duties.  II i.-^ 
home  was  always  open  to  a  Methodist  preacher 
(or  to  almost  any  one  else,  for  that  matter,  as 
he  was  much  give)i  to  hospitality)  and  as  he  wa.A 
somewhat  better  oft"  in  a  financial  way  and  h;ul 
a  better  hou.se  than  most  of  his  neighbors  his 
house  was  the  accustomed  stopping  place  of 
Methodist  Eisho;is  and  otlier  eminent  men  in  thai 
denomination.  Lorenzo  Dow,  one  of  the  ablest, 
most  noted  and  eccentric  preachers  of  his  own  or 
any  other  time,  was  frequently  by  the  (iroside  or 
at  the  table  in  the  home  of  I\Iajor  Peirce  and  his 
family.  Like  Sam  Jones  and  Billy  Sunday  of 
later  times,  Dow  was  rougli  in  speech  and  gi\cn 
to  saying  crude  and  witty  things,  but  was  wiili.d 
a  preacher  of  great  ability.  Ilev.  Dr.  BucKlry, 
the  able  editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate,  says 
of  Dow : 

"Dow  was  eccentric  to  the  verge  of  insanity. 
but  one  of  tlio  ablest  of  all  the  carlv   MetlicJist 


preachers,  a  fact  which  should  be  stated  when- 
ever his  name  appears,  as  floating  traditions  in- 
volving his  eccentricities  are  but  a  partial  and  un- 
worthy representation  of  the  man."  Rev.  John 
Dempster  was  at  one  time  pastor  of  the  Methodist 
church  at  .Skaneateles  and  a  frequent  guest  of 
Major  Peirce  and  his  family.  Dempster  was  con- 
verted when  he  was  a  very  young  man  and  en- 
gaged in  peddling  tin.  The  meeting  v>'as  voted  a 
failure  because  no  one  was  converted  except  a 
young  and  obscure  tin  peddler.  Dempster  after- 
wards became  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  learned 
of  the  preachers  of  his  day.  The  writer  has  read 
some  of  his  sermons  and  they  justify  the  state- 
ment of  an  eminent  divine  concerning  their  au- 
thor: "He  laid  the  foundations  of  his  sermons 
among  the  stars  and  then  built  upward."  When 
Dempster  died  he  was  President  of  Garret  Biblical 
Institute,  then  as  now  one  of  the  leading  Method- 
ist institutions  of  learning  in  this  country. 

The  Major  had  great  reverence  for  the  Bible 
and  seemed  to  think  that  the  words  it  contained 
were  somQh.ow  more  solemn  and  sacred  than  when 
used  elsewhere.  It  was  his  invariable  habit  to 
have  family  worship  every  morning  immediatel.\ 
after  breakfast.  If  the  Major  had  occasion  to 
use  tlie  word  "commandment"  in  his  ordinary 
speech,  or  if  he  found  it  in  his  reading  anywhere 
except  in  the  Bible,  he  always  pronounced  the 
word  correctly.  But  whenever  he  read  the  word 
aloud  from  the  Bible  he  was  sure  to  pronounce 
it  com-man-der-mc)\t.  He  seemed  to  have  an  idea 
that  the  word  was  longer  and  stronger  in  the 
Bible  tlian  it  was  elsewhere. 

But  in  spite  of  Major  Peirce's  sincerely  re- 
ligious life  and  character,  his  hasty,  ungoverned 
and  ungovernable  Peivy  temper  used  not  infre- 
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qiiently  to  Ije  aroused  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
would  lose  all  control  over  himself  or  his  lan- 
guage and  indulge  in  the  most  outrageous  pro- 
fanity. If  he  ever  felt  any  contrition  after  these 
outbursts,  he  never  gave  any  evidence  of  it  in 
any  way. 

In  his  manner  Major  Peirce  was  inclined  to 
be  rese)'ved,  almost  austere,  but  he  usually  rel- 
ished a  joke  (when  at  the  expense  of  some  one 
else)  and  was  fond  of  telling  stories  which  would 
make  some  one  of  his  auditors  the  subject  of 
laughter.  These  stories  always  began  with  the 
words,  "In  the  days  of  the  Revolutionary  War," 
although  the  incidents  of  the  story  might  not 
have  the  remotest  relation  to  that  war.  At  one 
time  at  a  general  muster  of  the  militia  of  Onon- 
daga county,  one  of  the  JIajor's  near  neighbors, 
a  rather  young  man,  was  chosen  captain  of  his 
company.  A  day  or  so  later  the  young  man  went 
to  the  home  of  Major  Peirce  to  bor)-ow  a  log 
chain,  was  shown  into  the  Major's  presence  and 
made  know)i  his  wish.  "In  the  days  of  the  Revo- 
lutioiuiry  War,"  began  the  IMajor  in  his  deep 
voice  and  with  a  pompous  air,  paying  no  heed  to 
his  neighbor's  request,  "a  certain  man  went  to 
his  neighbor's  house  to  get  a  puppy  which  hadn't 
its  eyes  open  yet,  one  of  a  litter.  After  selecting 
one  he  inquired  its  name  and  was  told  that  every 
one  of  the  litter  was  named  'captain.'  'WhatV 
he  asked,  'Is  every  one  captain?*  'Yes,'  was  the 
answer,  'It  has  got  so  in  these  days  that  any  little 
puppy  can  be  captain.'  You  will  line!  that  log 
chain  back  of  the  barn." 

Major  Peirce  was  an  industrious,  thrifty  man, 
a  good  farmer,  took  pride  in  having  a  line  fai-m. 
a  fine  house,  good  bai'ns,  good  stock  of  all  kinds, 
and  in  driving  the  linc-.t  horses  in  that  part  of 


the  country.  The  vei\v  few  now  living  who  re- 
member seeing  him,  remember  more  distinctly 
than  any  otlicr  fact  concerning  him  that  he  al- 
ways drove  a  fine  team  of  horses.  As  a  citizen 
he  was  generous  and  public  spirited  and  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  Skaneateles  Library 
Association  and  was  very  fond  of  reading. 

Of  the  history  of  Major  Peirce's  wives  the 
v,-]-itei-  knov,-s  very  little  indeed,  ^^'ho  the  parents 
of  Hannah  Cireeley  v,-ere,  when  and  where  she  was 
born,  when  and  where  she  was  married  to  Samuel 
Peirce  and  wlien  she  died,  are  all  matters  wliolly 
beyond  the  writer's  knowledge.  Sylvia  Rlachan 
was  the  widow  of  one  of  a  well  knovrn  family 
livini,-  in  Onondaga  county  and  must  have  been  a 
number  of  years  j'ounge)'  than  ?.Ia,ior  Peirce  as 
she  lived  until  about  the  year  1868.  The  two 
wives  seem  to  have  been  somev/hat  unlike  in  dis- 
position and  temper.  Hannah  vras  a  meek,  sub- 
missive creaiiu-e,  vei-y  dexoted  to  her  husband  and 
altogether  willing  to  submit  to  all  his  exactions 
aiul  commands.  A  lady  who  lived  not  far  from 
the  Samuel  Peirce  farm  told  the  v.riter  that  "When 
Major  Peirce  would  come  in  from  his  \vork  and 
would  say  to  his  wife  Hannah  in  his  ponderous 
voice  and  arbitrary  manner,  'Wife,  go  down  cellar 
and  bring  mo  a  pitcher  of  cider,'  his  wife  meekly 
obeyed  without  a  word.  After  he  married  the 
widow  Machan  if  he  said  anything  of  that  kind 
to  his  wife  she  simply  didn't  go."  It  should  not 
be  concluded  irom  this  that  his  second  wife  was 
a  termagant  or  neglectful  of  her  husband.  She 
was  a  good  v^■oman,  faithful  and  iiuluslrious,  and 
took  good  care  of  Major  Peirce  in  his  ill  lieallh 
during  a  few  of  the  later  years  of  his  lil'e.  Slu- 
had  the  reputation  among  her  neighbors  of  being 
a  good  wife  and  a  good  housekeeper  but  over- 


particular  in  somo  respects.  Tlie  story  was  cur- 
rect  in  the  neighborliood  that  on  one  occasion  while 
she  was  cooking  over  a  fire  of  four-foot  wood  in 
a  fireplace  in  her  home  (the  only  arrangement  for 
cooking  in  common  use  in  those  days)  and  the 
wood  being  rough  and  full  of  splinters,  she  vv-cnt 
to  a  carpenter  at  work  on  the  place  and  asked 
him  to  plane  the  wood  for  her  so  that  she  could 
handle  it  with  less  discomfort. 

Major  Peirce  died  May  29,  1850.  His  funeral 
was  largely  attended  and  much  sorrow  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  cf  the  neighborhood  on  ac- 
count of  his  death,  although  it  was  not  unex- 
pected. The  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Skaneateles 
from  the  text,  "So  leach  us  to  number  our  days 
that  we  rnay  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom."  'i'iie 
remains  v.'cre  buried  in  Lake  View  cemetery  at 
Skaneatcles.  The  remains  of  jlajor  Peirce's  wife 
Hannah  had  been  buried  on  t!ie  farm,  but  were 
afterwards  removed  and  buried  on  the  Peirce  lot 
in  the  ^Lake  View  cemetery.  The  monument 
erected  on  the  lot  bears  these  inscriptions.  On  the 
v.est  side:  "Maj.  Samuel  Pierce.  Died  May  2'J. 
1850."  On  tlie  south  side:  "Hannah,  wife  of 
Samuel  Pierce."  The  headstones  marking  the 
graves  are  inscribed,  "S.  P."  and  "H.  P."  respec- 
tively. Wliere  the  remains  of  Sylvia  Poii'ce  were 
buried  the  writer  has  never  been  informed,  but  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  they  were  buried  by  the 
side  of  her  first  husband. 

The  Skaneatelcs  Dcmncral,  U.  B.  Dodge,  pub- 
lisher, of  dale  May  31,  1S50.  contained  tlu'  inl- 
lowing  notice:  "Died,  in  this  town  on  the  -JiUh 
inst..  Major  Samuel  Pierce,  aged  79  vears."  .And 
the  Skaneatelcs  Columhhtu,  Milton"  A.  Kinney, 
editor,  of  dale  June  G,  1850,  contained  the  follow- 


ing:  "Died,  in  this  town,  on  the  29th  ult.,  Maj. 
Samuel  Pierce,  an  old  and  respectable  inhabitant, 
and  a  worthy  member  of  the  Ivlethodist  Church, 
aged  79  years.  He  had  been  in  feeble  health 
and  almost  disabled  by  disease  for  a  considerable 
time,  liis  naturally  strong  and  robust  constitution 
holding  out  longer  than  was  anticipated  by  him- 
self and  his  friends." 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  Samuel  Peirce 
was  executed  May  24,  1848,  and  admitted  to  pro- 
bate August  5,  1850.  and  is  as  follows: 
^VILL. 

"I,  Samuel  Pierce,  of  the  town  of  Skaneatcles, 
in  the  County  of  Onondaga  and  State  of  New 
York,  being  of  sound  mind  and  memory,  do  make, 
publish  and  declare  this  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  manner  follov,-ing,  that  is  to  say. 

Fir>!t:  I  order  that  all  my  just  debts  and 
funeral  expenses  be  paid. 

Second:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved 
wife  Silvia  Pierce  and  her  heirs  forever  all  lier 
wearing  apparel  and  all  the  books  and  household 
fu)-niture  that  she  had  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage with  me.  and  one-half  of  all  household  fu)-ni- 
ture  purchased  by  me  since  said  marriage  re- 
maining at  the  time  of  my  decease. 

Third:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sons  Harry 
Pierce  and  Oliver  L.  Pierce  all  my  wearing  ap- 
jiarel. 

I'dinih  :  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  all  the 
rest,  residue  and  remainder  of  my  estate  both  i-eal 
and  personal  of  wliat  nature  o)-  kind  .soever  to  my 
said  wife  Silvia  Pierce  to  be  used  and  enjoyed  by 
her  during  the  term  of  her  natural  life — And  it  is 
my  will  that  if  the  use  and  income  of  said  prop- 
erty sliould  not  be  suflicient  for  the  maintenance 
of  my  said  wife  Silvia,  that  she  shall  be  entitled 


to  use  so  much  of  the  principal  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  supporting  and  maintaining  her  in  sicl<:- 
ness  and  in  health  in  a  good,  comfortal^le  and  suit- 
able manner,  and  1  hereby  authorize  and  empower 
her  to  sell  or  dispose  of  so  much  of  said  property 
as  shall  be  necessary  from  time  to  time  for  sup- 
porting and  maintaining  her  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Fifth :  After  the  decease  of  my  said  wife  Silvia 
Pierce,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Han- 
nah ]\I.  Buck,  all  that  shall  then  remain  of  the 
household  furniture  which  I  had  at  the  time  of 
my  marriage  with  said  Silvia  and  the  half  of  all 
household  furniture  purchased  by  me  since  my 
said  marriage,  subject  neverthelcs.--  to  tlie  use  of 
the  same  by  said  Silvia  during  the  term  of  her 
natural  life. 

Sixth:  At  and  after  the  decea.^e  of  my  said 
wife  Silvia  Pierce,  1  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to 
my  sons  Samuel  Pierce,  Jr.,  Ira  Pierce,  Harry 
Pierce  and  Oliver  L.  Pierce  and  my  said  daughter 
Hannah  M.  Buck  and  their  heirs  forever  all 
the  rest,  residue  and  remaindei-  of  my  estate 
both  real  and  personal  which  shall  remain 
after  supporti)ig  and  maintaining  my  said  wife 
Silvia  during  her  natural  life  as  aforesaid  to  be 
divided  between  them  equally  shai'e  and  share 
alike — except  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  sufficient 
to  build  a  permanent  stone  wall  around  the  family 
bui-ying  ground  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  mo. 
and  I  direct  that  at  the  decease  of  my  said  wife 
Silvia  my  executors  hereinafter  named  cause  such 
stone  wall  to  be  built  around  the  same,  the  ex- 
penses thereof  to  be  jiaid  out  of  the  pi'operty  wliich 
shall  tlien  remain,  and  it  is  my  will  that  the  sanu- 
be  kept  for  a  family  burying  ground  and  Jiot  uscii 
for  any  other  purjio.se  after  being  so  walled  as 
aforesaid. 

61 


Lasthj:  1  iiominale  and  appoint  Chester  Par- 
sons and  Augustus  Edwards  of  the  town  of  Slcan- 
eateles  aforesaid  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament,  hereby  revoking  all  former  wills  by  me 
made. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal  this  24th  day  of  jNIay  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight. 

SAMUEL  PEIRCE  (L.  S.) 

The  above  instrument  consisting  of  one  sheet 
was  at  the  date  thereof  signed,  sealed,  publislied 
and  declared  by  the  said  Samuel  Pierce  as  and  for 
his  last  will  and  testament  in  presence  of  us,  who 
at  his  request  and  in  h.is  presence,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  each  other  have  subscribed  our  names  as 
witnesses  thereof. 

Benoni  Lee,  residing  in  Skaneateles,  Onondaga 
County,  State  of  New  York. 

Caleb  W.  Allis,  residing  in  Slcaneateles,  Onon- 
daga County.  State  of  New  York." 

The  writer  has  no  data  showing  the  amount  at 
which  the  estate  of  Samuel  Peirce  was  inven- 
toried, nor  the  items  making  up  such  inventory. 

EIGHTH  GENEP.ATION. 

The  children  of  SA:\II'EL  PEIPCE  and  Han- 
nah Peirce,  according  to  the  record  made  by 
Samuel  Peirce  with  liis  own  hand  in  the  family 
Bible  (the  spelling  being  liis)  were  as  follows: 

"Earl  Peirce.  Born  January  the  mth.  1793. 

"Ira  Peirce.  Borne  June  the  8th,  1795. 

"Ephiaim  Peii-ce.  Horn  February  17th.  1796. 

"Samuel  Peirce,  Jur.ior.  Born  7th  of  April,  1798. 

"Harry  Peirce.  Born  Juiu'  tlie  17th.  1800. 

"Oliver  Lyman  Peine,  Horn  August  the  13, 
1804. 

"Hannah  M.  Peirce.  IV-rn  October  29,  1807." 


Earl  Pierce  removed  to  llie  State  of  Texas  a 
number  of  yeai's  before  the  Ci\-il  ^^'ar  a!id  died 
there,  but  neither  the  date  of  his  removal  nor  the 
date  of  his  death  is  known  to  the  writer.  lie 
left  a  son,  Horatio,  who  was  a  practicing  physi- 
cian living  in  or  near  Whcelock,  Robertson 
County,  Texas,  before  the  Civil  War.  It  was  prob- 
ably near  that  tov/n  instead  of  within  it,  as  in 
one  of  his  letters  Horatio  Pierce  described  him- 
self as  "a  country  practicing  physician."  Earl 
Pierce  also  left  other  children ;  but  persistent  ef- 
forts on  the  part  of  the  writer  to  learn,  by  cor- 
respondence, something  concerning  tlie  descend- 
ants of  Earl  Pierce  have  proved  wholly  fruitless, 
aside  from  eliciting  the  information  that  Horatio 
Pierce  has  been  dead  for  many  years  and  that 
his  descendants  have  utterly  disappeared  from  the 
vicinity  of  V.'h.eeloek  and  have  gone  to  parts 
unknov/n. 

Ira  Pierce  removed  to  Quincy.  Illinois,  but  at 
what  time  and  when  he  died  the  wi'iter  does  not 
know.  He  was  residing  there  and  working  at  his 
trade — IhaJ  of  a  shoemaker — at  some  tijne  in  the 
late  fifties.  He  had  a  daughter.  Amanda,  and  a 
son,  Rowland  Earl,  but  further  than  this  t!ie 
writer  knows  nothing  of  the  family. 

Ephraim  Pierce  was  drowned  in  tlie  Salt  Ri\er 
(in  what  State  the  writer  does  not  know,  but  jne- 
sumes  it  to  have  been  in  the  State  of  New  York) 
while  a  young  man  and  unmarried. 

Siunuel  Pierce,  ,lanio)',  is  mentioiicd  in  his 
father's  will  as  if  h.'  were  still  living  in  1S48,  but 
apart  fi-o);i  tliis  tlu'  writer  has  no  knowledge  of 
him  or  of  Ids  family — if  he  had  any  family. 

F.-v^in.Y  OK  ii.\!;i;Y  pierce. 

Ilari-y  Pierce,  who,  as  has  been  staled  before. 


was  named  in  lioiior  of  Harry  Hotspur,  the  most 
distinguished  member  of  tlie  Percy  family,  was 
born  June  17,  1800.  He  married,  February  18, 
1821,  Nancy  Mason,  who  was  born  January  22, 
1804,  and  died  November  12,  1853. 

Harry  Pierce  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
seems  to  have  followed  this  vocation  in  Onondaga 
county,  New  York,  for  a  number  of  years  after 
he  had  grown  to  manhood.  When  the  tide  of  immi- 
gration from  tlie  State  of  New  York  to  Michigan 
was  at  its  lieight  Harry  Pierce  and  his  brother 
Oliver  Lyman  removed  with  their  families  to  the 
latter  State  and  purchased  land  in  the  township 
of  Napoleon,  Jackson  county,  Michigan.  After 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years  they  again  removed  to  the 
townshi]!  of  Eureka,  Montcalm  county,  JMichigaii, 
and  purchased  farms  near  where  the  city  of 
Greenville  now  stands.  That  part  of  the  country 
was  at  that  time  a  dense  foj-est,  chiefly  of  pines, 
in  which  wild  beasts  abounded  to  an  extent  that 
seems  almost  incredible  jiow.  Jlost  of  these  ani- 
mals, like  the  American  deer,  were  harmless,  but 
bears  we)-e  not  infi-equently  seen  and  hunted, 
while  wolves  and  even  panthers  were  occasionally 
met  with.  The  wolves  of  Michigan  were  generally 
of  the  smaller  kind,  sometimes  called  the  wol- 
verine, but  thei-e  were  a  few  large  timber  wohes 
and  the  writer  well  remembers  a  thrilling  story 
told  by  Chloe  Miner,  a  daughter  of  Harry 
Pierce,  of  an  adventure  which  she  had  when  a 
wolf  seemed  disposed  to  attack  lier  and  her  small 
children  while  she  was  alone  and  defenceless  so 
far  as  the  presence  of  men  was  concerned,  the 
wolf  being  finally  driven  away  without  making 
an  attack. 

In  this  country  Ilai'ry  Pierce,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  centi-al  Michigan,  srttlctl  and  passed 
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nearly  all  the  remaiiider  of  his  days,  clearing,  im- 
proving and  cultivating  his  land  and  roaring  his 
family,  one  of  those  honest,  industrious  and  law- 
abiding  men  who,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
formed  a  great  majority  of  IMichigan  pioneers  and 
by  their  honesty,  industry  and  frugality  and  by 
their  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  communities 
in  which  they  lived  and  their  care  for  the  welfare 
of  the  State  made  Michigan  what  it  is  today,  the 
peer  of  any  State^  in  the  Union  in  the  quality  of 
its  citizenship. 

At  some  time  before  his  death  Harry  Pierce 
removed  to  Lament,  jHichigan,  tliencc  to  Canada 
and  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Greenville,  I\Iich- 
igan,  where  he  died  January  8,  1864. 

The  children  born  to  Harry  Piei-ce  and  his  wife 
Nancy  were : 

1.  ]\Iary  J.  Pierce,  b.  June  1,  1822,  d.  Novem- 
ber 27,  1822. 

2.  Chloe  A.  Pierce,  b.  August  26,  1823,  d.  May 
8,  1895;  m.  C.  E.  Miner,  Sent.  13,  1843;  m.  Elx- 
nezer  Farrand. 

3.  Edwin  R.  Pierce,  b.  June  22,  182.j,  d.  Feb- 
ruarv  8,  1875;  m.  Cordelia  Schoulen,  Sept.  9, 
1851. 

4.  James  L.  Pierce,  b.  Apr.  18,  1827,  d.  Feb. 
4,  1851. 

5.  Minerva  J.  Pierce,  b.  Apr.  15,  1829,  d.  July 
25,  1848;  m.  Jame.s  L.  Schultz,  May  4,  1846. 

6.  Harrison  P.  Pierce,  b.  Aug.  8,  1840;  m. 
Harriet  L.  Monroe.  Address,  Greenville.  Mich- 
igan. 

7.  l.avina  ."^I.  Pierce,  b.  Apr.  9,  1843,  d.  Apr. 
8,  1865;  m.  George  W.  Cole.  Sept.  10,  1862. 

The  children  born  to  Chloe  A.  I\Iiner  and  her 
husband,  C.  B.  Miner,  were: 
1.     Fulton  Jlinei". 


2.  Lowell  Miner. 

3.  Randal  Miner. 

4.  Edwin  Miner. 

It  is  not  known  whether  P\ilton  Miner  i.s  still 
living  nor  what  his  present  location  is,  if  living. 

Lowell  Miner  i-esides  with  his  son,  Clarence 
Miner,  in  Galcton,  Pennsylvania.  Nothing  more 
is  known  in  regard  to  him  or  his  family. 

Randal  Miner  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and 
v,-as  killed  in  the  Civil  ^Var. 

Edv/in  IMiner  lives  on  a  fai-m  near  Riverdale, 
Mich. 

After  the  death  of  C.  1].  Miner  Chloe  Pierce 
Miner  married  Ebenezer  FaiTand.  There  were 
born  to  them  five  children,  as  follov/s: 

1.  Ii-od  Farrand.  b.  d. 

2.  Cordelia  Jane  Farrand,  h.  Sept.  30,  1855; 
m.  John  Bowles,  June  27,  1876;  address.  Belding, 
Mich. 


8. 

Silas    Farrand,   b. 

Ad. 

4. 

Andrew  Farrand,  b. 

d. 

5. 

Nancy  Farrand,  b. 

d. 

On: 

ly    Cordelia    Jane    Farr 

and   and 

Silas 

Far- 

rand 

arc  now  living. 

Cordelia  Jane  l''arrand  m 

.  John   Bowles 

June 

27,  187().    Their  children  : 

1. 

Myrtle  Bowles,  b.  Oct 

.  8,   1877 

;  m.  \ 

Lewis 

Towc 

r  Jan.  13,  1897. 

Ad.: 

2. 

William    Bowl-s,    b. 

Apr.     15. 

187S 

t;    m. 

Berth 

la  Sadler,  Dec.  31,  190:: 

Th( 

.'    children    ol'    IMyrtie 

Bowles    Towel 

•    and 

Lewis  Tower: 

1.  Lawrence  W.  Tower,  b.  Apr.  1,  1898. 

2.  Leland  G.  Tower,  b.  Dec.  11,  1902. 
William  Bowles  and  Bertha  Sadler  Bowles  have 

no  children. 
Edwin  K.  Pierce,  h.  June  22,  1825;  m.  Cordelia 
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Schoulon  Sept.  9,  1S51.  Tliere  was  born  to  them 
one  child,  a  son,  that  dierl  in  infancy. 

James  L.  Pierce,  b.  Apr.  18,  3  827,  was  never 
married. 

Minerva  J.  Pierce,  b.  Apr.  15,  1829;  m.  James 
L.  Schiilt?:,  May  4,  18-16.  They  had  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Antoinette,  who  married  and  removed 
to  Germany  and  nothing  farther  is  known  of  her. 

Harrison  P.  Pierce,  b.  Aug.  8,  1840;  m.  Sept. 
28,  1863,  Harriet  L.  Monroe,  b.  Aug.  28,  1842. 

Their  children: 

1.  Arrie  A.  Pierce,  b.  Sept.  8.  1865 ;  m.  George 
Po])plewe]l,  Apr.  4,  1906.  Ad.:  Greenville.  Mich- 
igan. 

2.  Martha  Pierce,  b.  Aug.  14,  1867 ;  rn.  Frank 
White,  Ai)r.  16,  1889;  m.  George  W.  Perry  Nov. 
16,  1908.     Address:  Greenville.  Mich. 

3.  Eflie  J.  Pierce,  b.  June  1,  1869,  d.  Sept.  27, 
1900. 

4.  Edson  R.  Pierce,  b.  Aug.  25,  1875;  m.  Edna 
Huff  Dec.  7,  1898.    Address:  Greenville,  Mich. 

Arrie  A.  Pierce  married  George  Popplewell. 
They  have  one  child,  George  Lyle  Popplewell,  b. 
June  29.  1908. 

Martha  Pierce  married  Frank  White.  There 
was  born  to  them  one  son,  Ray  H.  White,  b.  July 
5,  1893.  After  the  death  of  Frank  White.  Dec. 
27,  1897,  I\lartha  Pierce  White  mar)-ied  George 
W.  Perry  Nov.  16,  1908.  No  children  have  been 
born  to  them  as  the  fruit  of  this  marriage. 

Eflie  J.  Pierce  died  unmarried. 

Edson  R.  Pierce  and  Edna  Huff  Pierce  have  no 
children. 

Lavina  M.  Pierce,  b.  Apr.  9,  1843;  m.  George 
W.  Cole  Sept.  10,  1862.  She  died  Apr.  8,  1865. 
leaving  no  children. 


FAMILY  OF  OLIVER  LYMAN  PIERCE. 

Oliver  Lyman  Pierce,  the  sixth  son  of  Major 
Samuel  Pierce,  was  born  August  13,  1804.  His 
entire  life  was  strikingly  similar  to  that  of  his 
elder  brother  Harry,  between  whom  and  himself 
there  appeared  to  exist  the  strongest  fraternal 
affection.  Together  they  emigrated  from  Onon- 
daga county.  New  York,  to  Napoleon,  Jackson 
county,  Michigan ;  together  they  removed  from 
the  latter  place  to  Montcalm  county,  filichigan, 
where  Oliver  Lyman  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death  April  21,  1883,  surviving  his  brother 
Harry  by  nearly  a  score  of  years.  What  has  been 
stated  in  the  preceding  pages  of  this  work  rela- 
tive to  the  character  of  the  life  of  Barry  Pierce 
would  in  most  respects  be  descriptive  of  the  life 
of  Oliver  Lyman  Pierce  and  apply  thereto  witli 
equal  appropriateness. 

Oliver  Lyman  Pierce  was  twice  married.  The 
name  of  his  first  wife,  the  date  of  his  marriage 
to  her  and  the  date  of  her  death  are  all  unknown. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife.  Oliver  Lyman 
Pierce  was  married,  at  a  date  unknown,  to  Beth- 
ana  Satterlec,  who  was  born  Nov.  13,  1803,  and 
died  Oct.  30,  1883.  The  children  bom  to  Oliver 
Lyman  Pierce  and  Eethana  Satterlee  Pierce, 
were : 

1.  Ilenrielta  Pierce,  b.  d. 
m.  Calvin  Fuller. 

2.  Silvia  Pierce,  b.  1837.  d.  June  1-1, 
1873;  m.  George  A.  Crane. 

3.  Oliver  A.  Pierce,  b.  Oct.  IG,  1813.  d.  Jan. 
4,  1910;  m.  Roxey  Godfrey  Feb.  22,  ISGG. 

Henrietta  Pierce  married  Calvin  T-'uller.  To 
them  was  born  I'^rank  L.  Fuller  who  was  born  in 


1858  and  mar)ii'd  May  Frc-ernan.  The  writer  has 
no  fui-lher  information  concerning  him. 

Silvia  Pierce,  born  in  1837,  married  George  A. 
Crane  who  vras  born  in  18-j4  and  died 

The  children  born  to  George  A.  Crane  and 
Silvia  Pierce  Crane  were: 

1.  Andrew  J.  Crane,  b.  d. 

2.  Mary  B.  Crani>,  b.  I860;  m.  John 
J.  Decker  July  4,  1880;  m.  James  W.  O'Neil  Dec. 
12,  1907.     Addre.ss:  Greenville,  Mich. 

3.  Jesse  G.  Crane,  b.  died  in  infancy. 

4.  George  Willis  Crane,  b.  d. 

5.  Frank  Crane,  b.  m. 
Addx-ess,  Sprecklcs,  Washington. 

6.  Fred  Crane,  b.  m. 
Address: 

The  \vriter  has  no  information  concerning  the 
date  of  the  birth  of  Andrew  J.  Crane,  or  in  rela- 
tion to  his  marriage  or  hi.^  death. 

Mary  B.  Crane  was  married  July  4,  1880  to 
John  J.  Decker.     To  them  were  born: 

1.  John  D.  Decker,  b.  Apr.  16,  1881 .  died  in 
infancy. 

2.  Grace  Louise  Decker,  1>.  Dec.  5,  1S83,  d. 
July  31,  1898. 

3.  Edwin  Frank  Decker,  b.  April  11,  1885. 
Mary  Crane  Decker  married  James  W.  O'Neil 

Dec.  12.  1907.     They  have  no  children. 

Edwin  Frank  Decker  m;;rried  Mabel  Gilchrist. 
They  liave  no  children. 

The  writer  has  no  information  in  regard  to  the 
birth  01"  death  of  George  Willis  Crane,  noi"  any 
information  as  to  Frank  Crane  or  Fred  Crane 
(twins),  beyond  that  alread\'  given. 

Oliver  A.  Pierce,  son  of  Oliver  Lyman  Pierce, 
was  born  in  Michigan  Oct.  16,  1813.  He  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  the  UnioTi  army  during  the  Civil 


War  and  served  as  a  member  of  Company  G, 
Tenth  Michigan  Cavah-y.  lie  was  married  to 
Roxcy  Godfrey  Feb.  22,  18GG.  He  subsequently 
removed  to  Sumner,  Pierce  county,  Washington, 
where  he  died  Jan.  4.  1910.  Roxey  Godfrey  Pierce 
is  still  living.     Her  address,  Orting,  Wash. 

To  Oliver  A.  Pierce  and  Roxey  Godfrey  Pierce 
was  born  one- son,  Fred  E.  Pierce,  born  Ain-il  ]", 
1870;  married  Lila  Bonney  Sept.  12,  1907.  A^l- 
dress,  Sumner,  Wash.  .They  have  no  childresi. 

FA:\iILY  of  HANNAIi  MARIA  PIERCE. 

Hannali  Maria  Pierce  was  the  youngest  child 
and  only  daughter  of  Samuel  Pierce.  She  \\-as 
born  October  29,  1807.  The  whole  of  her  life 
was  spent  on  a  farm  and  in  her  early  years  she 
had  no  greater  educational  advantages  than  vvere 
usually  given  to  th.e  daugliters  of  |>rosperous  fann- 
ers in  that  day  and  in  the  part  of  the  country 
where  she  lived.  But  she  was  bright  intellectually 
and  made  such  good  use  of  her  opportunities  for 
acquiring  knowledge  tliat  she  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  an  unusually  well  educated  youiig 
woman.  She  v.-as  married  to  i\Iiner.son  Puck  in 
the  month  of  February,  183-5,  the  ceremony  being- 
performed  by  Rev.  Jesse  T.  Peck,  afterwards  one 
of  the  Bishops  of  the  ^^.lethodist  Episcopal  church. 
Soon  after  her  niarriage  she  removed  with  her 
husband  to  Edinburg,  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  resided  until  in  the  year  18:i9  or  18  lo, 
when  tliey  returned  with  their  two  children  to 
Onondaga  co-anty.  New  York,  and  lived  on  the 
fai-m  and  in  the  house  of  Major  Peirce  until  in 
the  year  1811  or  1812,  when  the  family  again  I'e- 
moved  to  Edinburg,  Portage  county,"  Ohio,  and 
lived  there  until  in  the  month  of  Ain-il,  18  IC,  when 
they  emigrated  to  the  State  of  .Alichigan  a)id  .^et- 


tied  0)1  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Charleston. 
Kalamar.oo  county,  Michigan,  where  Hannah 
Maria  Pierce  Buck  contijiuetl  to  reside  until  her 
death  on  the  23d  of  June,  1857.  She  was  an  indus- 
trious, economical  and  self-denying  woman  dur- 
ing all  her  life.  Like  her  father  she  was  a  de- 
voted I\Iethodist  but  was  never  very  prominent 
in  church  work.  The  following  is  taken  from  an 
obituary  written  by  a  ministerial  friend  of  the 
family  and  published  in  the  Northwestern  Chris- 
tian Advocate,  a  Methodist  paper  publislied  at 
Chicago,  Illinois: 

"Died,  in  Charleston,  Kalamazoo  county,  June 
23,  1857,  Sister  Hannah  Maria,  wife  of  Minerson 
Buck  a)id  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Piei-ce  of 
Skaneateles,  Onondaga  countv,  New  York,  aged 
fifty  years. 

"Sister  Buck  experienced  Ihe  pardoning  love 
of  the  Savior  in  her  youth,  but  in  hor  extreme 
diffidence  she  neglected  to  join  the  church  of  hei' 
choice  until  in  the  spring  of  1840.  She  was  very 
retired  in  her  habits  and  was  best  seen  in  her 
own  family;  there  her  piety  shone.     *  * 

"As  a  companion,  she  was  true  and  :iffectionate. 
as  a  mother  she  was  wiitchful  and  tender,  as  a 
neighbor  she  was  kind  and  every  ready  to  gi\'e  ;i 
helping  hand.  She  seemed  to  be  impressed  when 
first  attacked  with  her  la.st  sickness  that  she 
should  not  live;  but  death  to  Iter  was  disarmed 
of  its  terroi's.       *     *     *      =1      *****     ^ 

"She  died  as  'one  that  goeth  to  sleep.'  " 
The  children  born  to  Hannah  M.  rieree  l^uek 
and  Minerson  Buck  were: 

1.  Harriet  Maria  Buck,  b.  Oct.  r.O.  1S35.  .1. 
SejU.  7,  1881;  m.  Winlield  S.  Simmons. 

2.  Samuel  Pierce  Buck,  b.  Dec.  20.  1837,  il.  in 
18G7;  m.  Lucy  Reasoner. 


?,.  George  Machan  Buck,  b.  Nov.  28,  1840;  m. 
Anne  Bradford  Apr.  1),  1869.  Ad.:  Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 

4.  Mary  Jane  Buck,  b.  Nov.  1,  1842.  Ad.: 
Ann  Ai-bor,  Mich. 

5.  Minerson  Erastus  Buck,  b.  Aug.  10,  1844, 
d.  Jan.  20,  1879. 

6.  Dempster  Dudley  Buck,  b.  Feb.  1,  1847,  d. 
Aug.  12,  1897. 

Harriet  IMaria  Buck,  b.  Oct.  30,  1835,  ^vas  a 
teache)-  from  about  the  year  1857  until  about  the 
year  1865.  She  married  Winfield  S.  Simmons 
about  the  year  18G6.  The  cliildren  born  to  them 
were : 

1.  George  Alwyn  Simmons,  b.  d.  in 
infancy. 

2.  Martha  Ro.'^amond  Simmon.s,  b. 

m.  John  T.  Inghram  .  Their  chil- 

dren are: 

1.  John  T.  Inghram.  Jr.,  b. 

2.  Thomas  Inghram,  b. 

Samuel  Pierce  Buck  married  ]>ucy  Reasoner 
Sept.  20,  1859.    She  dic^d  1890.     The 

children  born  to  tlK'm  v.cre : 

1.  Florence  Buck,  b.  July  19.  1860. 

2.  Clara  Buck,  b.  died  July  27,  1882. 
Florence  Buck  is  a  minister  of  the  Unitarian 

church.    Her  address  is  \^'aterto^vn,  jMass. 

Clara  Buck  died  unmarried. 

George  Machan  Buck  married  Apr.  11,  1869, 
Anne  Bradford,  who  was  born  Sept.  10,  1846, 
and  died  Jan.  29.  1906.     Tlieir  children: 

1.  Percy  Bradf<ird  Buck,  b.  Apr.  10,  1870;  d. 
Aug.  8,  1870. 

2.  Gertrude  Buck.  b.  July  14,  1871. 

3.  William  Bradford  Buck,  b.  Apr.  3.  1874. 

4.  Winifi-ed  Buck.  b.  Aug.  29,  1877. 


Gertrude  Buck  is  Professor  of  English  at  Vas- 
sar  College.     Her  address  is  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

William  Bradford  Buck  has  been  engaged  in 
the  work  of  public  charities  for  a  numlier  of  years 
past.  His  present  address  is  New  York,  N.  Y. 
He  married  Louise  Racorn  in  1904.  They  have 
a  foster  son,  John  Rutledge  Ruck,  born  Dec.  4, 
1904. 

Winifred  Buck  married  Leslie  Hubbard  Nov. 
12,  1902.  Address,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Their  children 
are : 

1.  Anne  Louise  Hubbard,  b.  Nov.  11,  ]90.3. 

2.  Winifred  Ruth  Hubljai'd,  b.  Aug.  14,  1009. 
Mary  Jane  Buck  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  Ann 

Arbor,  Mich. 

Minerson  Erastus  Buck  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Michigan  and  at  Nashotah 
Tlieological  Seminary  in  Wisconsin.  He  was  or- 
dained a  minister  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church  in  1874  and  was  rector  of  Trinity  church, 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  and  of  St.  Luke's  church, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  at  which  latter  jjlace  he  died 
January  20',  1879.  The  following  tribute  to  his 
memory  was  written  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Conover,  rector 
of  St.  Luke's  church,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  for  the 
Daily  Telegraph,  published  at  Kalamazoo : 

"The  Rev.  Minerson  Erastus  Buck,  late  rector 
of  St.  Luke's  church,  Kansas  City,  died  in  that 
city  Jan.  20.  Rev.  Mr.  Buck  was  well  known  in 
this  diocese  and  in  this  village,  being  a  brother 
of  our  fellow-citizen.  Judge  Buck,  who  was  with 
him  at  his  death. 

"Mr.  Buck  graduated  at  Nashotah  in  1874,  hav- 
ing accjuired  his  education  through  great  labor 
and  self-denial,  such  as  few  men  would  be  will- 
ing to  undergo.  He  was  ordained  to  the  diaconate 
May  24,  1874,  in  St.  Luke's  church,  ICalamazoo. 


and  to  the  priesthood  in  Trinity  church,  Three 
Rivers,  May  23,  1875,  of  which  parish  ho  had  be- 
come rector  in  June  of  the  previous  year.  Mr. 
Buck  remained  at  Three  Rivers  until  Oct.  3,  1876, 
when  he  removed  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  accept 
a  call  from  St.  Luke's  chu]xh  there.  During  his 
brief  pastorate  at  Three  Rivers  the  communicants 
\ve)-e  increased  by  one-fourth,  a  long  standing 
debt  of  $2,300  removed,  tlie  tower  of  the  building 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $700  and  the  cliurch  made 
ready  for  consecration.  Mr.  Buck  was  also  fully 
imbued  \vith  the  missionary  spirit,  and  held  serv- 
ices as  he  v.as  able  at  Centreville,  Constantine, 
Schoolcraft  and  other  points. 

The  same  indefatigable  labor  and  success  char- 
acterized his  work  at  Kansas  City.  In  the  little 
over  two  years  he  was  there,  an  old  debt  of  over 
$2,000  was  removed  fi-om  the  parish,  the  church 
premises  greatly  improved  witliout  and  within, 
including  a  new  organ  now  being  introduced,  and 
the  communicants  and  congregation  much  in- 
creased. He  was  feeble  physically  and  constantly 
overtaxed  his  strength,  feeling  that  he  must  work 
while  it  was  day.  Very  few  mini.sters  of  Christ 
have  been  able  to  crowd  so  much  service  for  Him 
into  so  few  years.  l\lv.  Buck  endeavored  to  use 
the  church  in  all  the  fullness  of  its  services  and 
sacraments,  and  acted  out  his  belief  in  the  grace 
that  comes  through  tiiem.  He  had  musical  taste 
and  was  atter.tive  to  the  musical  part  of  the  serv- 
ice, having  succesful  boy  choirs  in  both  Three 
Rivers  and  Kansas  City.  He  was  a  good  pastor, 
attentive,  considerate,  .sympathetic.  He  was  ;ilso 
a  i)riest  at  unity  with  his  brethren,  and  never 
failed  to  be  present  at  conventions,  convocalions 
and  other  church  meetings.  He  had  naturally  an 
amiable  disjio.^ition  which  grace  had  rclined ;  an 


hiimblo,   pvayiiig,   working   man,   he   served   God 
with  diligence,  snd  God  blessed  him." 

Mineison  Erastus  Euck  was  never  mari-icd. 

Dempster  Dudley  Buck  was  unmarried. 
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